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? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine

oath I ensue!.? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with

passion is forspent..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..Then he turned to the woman and said to her,

'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to

the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had

practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis

and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a

grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no

knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of

my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over

with tears at her story..The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his boon-companions,

by name Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute;

and of the Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct

slave-girls in the arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the

Khalif, who bade her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..147.

Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught,

without a friend to whom I may complain..? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..? ? ? ? ? My

secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide; Of thee and of thy love enough have I abyed..? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die

Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he bade the fourth damsel

come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and taking the lute and the

psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising, sang the following

verses:.Selim and Selma, ii. 81..92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii."O father mine," answered the prince, "I have heard tell

that in the land of Irak is a woman of the daughters of the kings, and her father is called King Ins ben Cais, lord of Baghdad; she is renowned for

beauty and grace and brightness and perfection, and indeed many folk have sought her in marriage of the kings; but her soul consented not unto any

one of them. Wherefore I am minded to travel to her, for that my heart cleaveth unto her, and I beseech thee suffer me to go to her." "O my son,"

answered his father, "thou knowest that I have none other than thyself of children and thou art the solace of mine eyes and the fruit of mine entrails;

nay, I cannot brook to be parted from thee an instant and I purpose to set thee on the throne of the kingship and marry thee to one of the daughters

of the kings, who shall be fairer than she." El Abbas gave ear to his father's word and dared not gainsay him; so he abode with him awhile, whilst

the fire raged in his entrails..93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept

the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert dread!.? ? ? ? ? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert

who for yearning doth pine,.So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar,

(241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute

him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken

humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine

intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to

her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service, and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may

bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of

profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so peace be on thee!"'.Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..?THE THIRTEENTH

OFFICER'S STORY..159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste

thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that thou

vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess and

canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh

heard this his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him, saying, "O

Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled

about a long while..Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's

caprices, in his pride..151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.At this I trembled

and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea or

otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I have
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no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last;

whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there

betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my

letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and

courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not

to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no

friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and

she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took

precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she

hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we

plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing

[fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His

ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein

we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the

poets in the following verse:.Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when

she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!"

Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused,

for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her,

"Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?"

asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of

thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me

a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I

alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed

her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this

damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my

wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this

dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's

comeliness..When the banquet was ended and the folk had dispersed, the king said to El Abbas, "I would fain have thee [abide] with me and I will

buy thee a house, so haply we may requite thee the high services for which we are beholden to thee; for indeed thy due is imperative [upon us] and

thy worth is magnified in our eyes; and indeed we have fallen short of thy due in the matter of distance." (83) When the prince heard the king's

speech, he rose and sat down (84) and kissing the earth, returned thanks for his bounty and said, "I am the king's servant, wheresoever I may be,

and under his eye." Then he recounted to him the story of the merchant and the manner of the buying of the house, and the king said, "Indeed, I

would fain have had thee with me and in my neighbourhood.".The Fourteenth Night of the Month..Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and

drinking and all delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered

she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a

twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign

ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of]

my turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress

Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy

head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece

of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come

back, and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head

outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred

dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come back to thee.".? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and

those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee

another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that

which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and

repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir

Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben

Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?"
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and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of

the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in

rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his

sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her

brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own

and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances

and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that

mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and

familiar friendship [for the other of them]..Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj,

who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot]

bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment;

(83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall

of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..Issues of Affairs, Of Looking to the, i. 80..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.They abode

thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied

him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while

I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she

said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead

man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i.

203..Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he

took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet,

so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif

[well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the

chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..? ?

? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild

Ass dcxi.Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? w. The Sharper and the Merchants dccccxv.Money-Changer and the Ass, The

Sharpers, the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.Then he folded the letter and sealing

it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress. When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said,

"Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Those

who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..?THE DISCIPLE'S STORY..?OF THE

APPOINTED TERM, (128) WHICH, IF IT BE ADVANCED, MAY NOT BE DEFERRED AND IF IT BE DEFERRED, MAY NOT BE

ADVANCED.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O

king,.? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..110. King Shah

Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the

taste of sleep and its delight,.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and

brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she

answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the

old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the

true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?"

"Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me,

are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he

answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves

and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast

thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an exile I had been,

Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who

said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went

away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the

young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the

most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie

down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I

wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her,
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saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and

Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady Zubeideh saw,

she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous to her and that

she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn, for he came to

me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said

to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead of her.' But it

would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy stake.".? ? ? ? ? My

clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most High..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she

came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to

depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never

among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest

Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her

acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters

of the kings.".? ? ? ? ? With ruin I o'erwhelm him and abjectness and woe And cause him quaff the goblet of death and distance drear..A certain

assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and

knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the

lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not

ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he,

"according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her

mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth."

Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein

the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage

with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged,

and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him,

"I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second

Calender's Story xl.? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..?

? ? ? ? How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? I'm mute for my complaining; but tears speak, as they flow..69. The

Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.? ? ? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told,

"They've fared away again."."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and

he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of

folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said,

'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he

called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be

handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and

his colour changed..72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.Then he sent for the old man, the

Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the

damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went, whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came

into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif

laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he

was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers, indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my

conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the

Muezzins in his mosque..(continued)..Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from

before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage,

God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried the letter and present to the king and

kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most

Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his

side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me

and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord

the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein

with an exceeding joy..Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.The prefect bade carry him to his
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lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his

finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of

raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger

and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said,

"God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger,

beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to

them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this

knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for

them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the

river..?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..? ? ? ? ? Tis gazed at for its slender swaying shape And cherished for its symmetry

and sheen..? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I

have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from

thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So

saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion,

and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building;

whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got

me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I

awaited her..? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough (14) from side to side incline (15) small

wonder 'twere..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer,

Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so

they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then

Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned

raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold

and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof

Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for

indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces

outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were

rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..? ? ?

? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock] physician saw the

phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is not his ailment

indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he heard speech

such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know they a man's

water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is the remedy?'

Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would aggravate

the patient's malady..Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose

name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht

told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with him some days, till he was rested, when he made

ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and

slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for

him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned and informed the king that they had not found

him..One day, he went forth in quest of certain stray camels of his and fared on all his day and night till eventide, when he [came to an Arab

encampment and] was fain to seek hospitality of one of the inhabitants. So he alighted at one of the tents of the camp and there came forth to him a

man of short stature and loathly aspect, who saluted him and lodging him in a corner of the tent, sat entertaining him with talk, the goodliest that

might be. When his food was dressed, the Arab's wife brought it to the guest, and he looked at the mistress of the tent and saw a favour than which

no goodlier might be. Indeed, her beauty and grace and symmetry amazed him and he abode confounded, looking now at her and now at her

husband. When his looking grew long, the man said to him, 'Harkye, O son of the worthy! Occupy thyself with thine own concerns, for by me and

this woman hangeth a rare story, that is yet goodlier than that which thou seest of her beauty; and when we have made an end of our food, I will tell

it thee.'.? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..When it

was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and a man to show them the way. These

he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and repaired to the palace. When they
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came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple; whereupon she [made the latter fast

to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They carried her without the town, where

they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and they gave not over going night and

day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to him all that had befallen him,

whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..124. The Saint to whom God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.Thief and the Woman,

The, i. 278.Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man, with a chain about his neck and with him a

trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he looked at me a long while and said, "That

which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold

and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest into peril and the thieves would have

stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So was I the cause of thy deliverance and

thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him that which God the Most High made

easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets

and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the

door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than

granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the

prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt

find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take

these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my

lodging..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had

lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to

China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay

that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst

the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were

fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and

in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God

the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..When it was the day of the going-in,

(110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which

there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she

took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes

and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the

youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to

mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore

it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my

slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble

and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off

Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the

Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over

flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save

God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the

Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which

had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn!

But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We

will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of

this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of this;

but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of burning

by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to

wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the door and their

mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid.
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