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? ? ? ? ? So hath the Merciful towards Hudheifeh driven you, A champion ruling over all, a lion of great might..159. The Man of Upper Egypt and

his Frank Wife dcccxciv.Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the completion of the dowry and sent to his father,

giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to

thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he

send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from

this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore and wrote him letters, commending him to the father

of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came forth to meet him with the people of his realm and

assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he

advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of the damsel..Then Iblis took the cup and signed to

Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Meanwhile, the Lady

Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came,

weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.So saying, he

went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what

while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out, and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent

for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him, he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my

place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and

the people of my household and the officers of my realm to do the like and obey him in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak

thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience,"

(17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh

to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit

and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they

should say to him and how they should do with him and withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself and slept..? ? ? ? ? Ye've

drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore.."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him;

what is he?" iii. 42..As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning, when he awoke, crying out and

saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the slave-girls till his mother heard him

calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou

dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy

mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother cried out and said to him,

"God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will assuredly betide,] if any

hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have left me, but my heart of

them doth not complain..Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the

man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were

minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat

hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to

flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it

another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his

skill..The Nineteenth Night of the Month..So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and

gave not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them

men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of

ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his

[means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your

market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his

basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and

said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch

on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and

rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the

Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's

servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief
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eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the

Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..? ? ? ?

? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's

sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.? ? ? ? ? d. The

Tailor's Story cxxxvi.Quoth the Khalif, "God grant thee that thou seekest! Let us drink one last cup and rise before the dawn draw near, and

to-morrow night I will be with thee again." "Far be it!" said Aboulhusn. Then the Khalif filled a cup and putting therein a piece of Cretan henbane,

gave it to his host and said to him, "My life on thee, O my brother, drink this cup from my hand!" "Ay, by thy life," answered Aboulhusn, "I will

drink it from thy hand." So he took it and drank it off; but hardly had he done so, when his head forewent his feet and he fell to the ground like a

slain man; whereupon the Khalif went out and said to his servant Mesrour, "Go in to yonder young man, the master of the house, and take him up

and bring him to me at the palace; and when thou goest out, shut the door.".? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea,

of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii.

230..46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so

thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will

marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and promised to

uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went forth and on

the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of camels..? ? ?

? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we were quit of all the railers' prate..?OF TRUST IN

GOD..The Tenth Day.."O elder," added she, "if Muslims and Jews and Nazarenes drink wine, who are we [that we should abstain from it]?" "By

Allah, O my lady," answered he, "spare thine endeavour, for this is a thing to which I will not hearken." When she knew that he would not consent

to her desire, she said to him, "O elder, I am of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful and the food waxeth on me (34) and if I drink not,

I shall perish, (35) nor wilt thou be assured against the issue of my affair. As for me, I am quit of blame towards thee, for that I have made myself

known to thee and have bidden thee beware of the wrath of the Commander of the Faithful.".? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and

caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber

and he sent her a black slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and

jewels, worth other three thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she

said, "God forbid that I should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and

recited the following verses:.The Twenty-Fourth Night of the Month..A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with

looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes

her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they,

"and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz,

said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it under his

head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what the king

purposed against him..? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll

answer, come what will..When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his

wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king

of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my

sister an hour, because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his

handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is

what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He

chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who

had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother

and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship

and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile, the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of

her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the

love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie

with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft

speech and gentleness..? ? ? ? ? My heart, since the leave-taking day afflicted, will tell of my case, And my body, for love and desire grown wasted

and feeble and frail..130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo,

[under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers

el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor
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of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which

men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his

story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence and that among them are those who

will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of

calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto

him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.THE KHALIF OMAR BEN

ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in

fight..Then I sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never

more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here

a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth

clemency." He shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were

about of merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and

fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to

whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down."

Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..On this wise I abode a

while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came

up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was

and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at

it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon

for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with

me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay

there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill,

stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the

bones..Then the Khalif took him into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace

and made him of the chief of his boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all.

Now they were ten in number, to wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and

Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And

indeed Aboulhusn became high in honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and

married the latter's treasuress, whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And

he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb

and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady,"

replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31)

She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she

wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer

and give him this my letter.".81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.Khorassan, his Son and his

Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on

kettle-drums amain..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.Weaver who became a Physician by his

Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she

again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to

her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh,

and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the

following verses:.So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and

when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my

water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from

El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of

the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil,"

answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is

thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.? ? ? ? ? Till in a

robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in hue..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The

King's Son and the Ogress xv.Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..?STORY OF SELIM AND SELMA..? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every
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sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in the

thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much

people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation

that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth

before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes,"

answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and

he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without

fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath

been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..Sitt el Milah,

Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..?OF ENVY AND MALICE..Clemency, Of, i. 120..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.Dethroned King

whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are

black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter,

and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they

proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had

made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by

night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his

wife, the daughter of his father's brother..? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat

it boots not to repine."
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