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? ? ? ? ? r. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.Presently he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and

hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one

of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought

him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.' Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is

the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and that he

was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of him the rubies for a thousand dinars..It chanced one day that one of the

horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city,

disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.'

And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We

met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent

him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that

had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,'

answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.' And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for

his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the

land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode

sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou

answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed

three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that

which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he

would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and

fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went

round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..Then said the sharper, 'O

folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49)

is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and

generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity

of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou

hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged

between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and

this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the

merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..The Sixteenth Night of the Month..A thief of the

thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now

on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him

not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising

it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct

you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and

harmed him not..So he was concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my

son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose

occasion is urgent and those who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself

with that which God hath given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil

and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of

peace.".The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229)

and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name dlxvi.When the king heard this, wonderment gat hold of him and his admiration for the vizier

redoubled; so he bade him go to his house and return to him [on the morrow], according to his wont. Accordingly, the vizier withdrew to his

lodging, where he passed the night and the ensuing day..One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..It chances whiles that the blind man

escapes a pit, ii. 51..? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed.

Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.As the version of the sixth and seventh voyages of Sindbad the Sailor contained in (197) the Calcutta

Edition (1814-18) of the first two hundred Nights and in the text of the Voyages published by M. Langles (Paris, 1814) differs very materially from

that of the complete Calcutta (1839-42) Edition (198) (which is, in this case, practically identical with those of Boulac and Breslau), adopted by me

the-banker-in-literature.pdf

Page 1/9



The Banker In Literature

as my standard text in the translation of "The Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," the story of the seventh voyage in particular turning

upon an altogether different set of incidents, related nearly as in the old version of M. Galland, I now give a translation of the text of the two

voyages in question afforded by the Calcutta (1814-18) Edition, corrected and completed by collation with that of M. Langles, from which it differs

only in being slightly less full. It will be observed that in this version of the story the name Sindbad is reserved for the Sailor, the porter being

called Hindbad..? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant hair; (256).As for

Mesrour, he gave not over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting

reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when

I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled

with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el

Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead

but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer

to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So

Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..The king gave ear to her counsel and

despatching the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El

Abbas." When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade

the queen enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his

presence. When they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity.

He bade them sit, but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various

kinds and fruits and sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess

Mariyeh. So the queen sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas

was the king's son of Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come

with his army in quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their

lord. So Mariyeh abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food

and the tables were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..? ? ? ? ? I

wander seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".When they knew that there was

left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the

king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have

need of that which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt

purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and

there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made

use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God

is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set

down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in

twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he

lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and

insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished

him and put him away..? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it

was, whenas they had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in

number and had with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and

the captain said, 'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El

Merouzi, he feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44)

The thieves came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding

wonderment and said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her

womb, and by my life, he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a

sin upon his conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our

consciences.'.16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.117. The Favourite and her Lover M.52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and

the Merchant's Sister dcvi.? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..As I was

passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made

off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted

him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Officer's Story
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dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and

entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon

him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is

Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told

him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in

characters of gold.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased

And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..? ? ? ? ? Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, And with

estrangement now, alas! heap'st sorrows on my spright..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to

God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed

the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and

now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he

pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound,

till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in

himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and

not die a lingering death in this pit.'.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..73. The Miller and his Wife

ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..? ? ? ? ?

What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to hear?.The Fourth Night of the Month..? ? ?

? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed on him a dress of honour,

(142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell dresses of honour [and other

presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the police of his city. Then he

bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter."

"O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still kept watch over thy good and

withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and sought to slay me," Quoth the

king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of that which they did with thee?

For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among the kings.".81. Mohammed el

Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he

rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the

trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store

of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou

wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my

fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.? ? ? ? ? c. The

Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us divide..? ? ? ? ?

My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..20. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar cliii.Then she

turned to her father and said to him, 'Give ear unto that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth he, 'Say on;' and she said, 'Take thy troops and go to him,

for that, when he heareth this, he in his turn will levy his troops and come forth to thee; wherepon do thou give him battle and prolong the fighting

with him and make a show to him of weakness and giving way. Meantime, I will practise a device for winning to Tuhfeh and delivering her, what

while he is occupied with you in battle; and when my messenger cometh to thee and giveth thee to know that I have gotten possession of Tuhfeh

and that she is with me, do thou return upon Meimoun forthright and destroy him, him and his hosts, and take him prisoner. But, if my device

succeed not with him and we avail not to deliver Tuhfeh, he will assuredly go about to slay her, without recourse, and regret for her will abide in

our hearts.' Quoth Iblis, 'This is the right counsel,' and let call among the troops to departure, whereupon an hundred thousand cavaliers, doughty

men of war, joined themselves to him and set out for Meimoun's country..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom he knew not, The Man who

was, i. 293..? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..?STORY OF THE KING

AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not

remember her; so she called her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from

sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her

admission, until they should have gotten her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of

speech [with him]; so he dismissed his mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am

a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and

reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered

her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth
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hearts! By Allah, my vitals were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land

and left my people and my home and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I

bear her no malice and needs must I send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I

set out for the land of Yemen.".Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall,

whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the

Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.'

Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What

manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ?

Whenas En Nebhan strove to win my grace, himself to me With camel- loads he did commend of musk and camphor white,.All this while

Meimoun's eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O

Meimoun. Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen

Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art

thou that thou shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of

the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his

eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied

she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his

turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life!

Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end

and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn?

But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may

speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no

regard for thy life?'.? ? ? ? ? Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, Midmost its leafage, covered all with green..The Seventeenth Night of the

Month..So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in

himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he

left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman

Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when

he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in

quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and

his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying,

'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him

and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.'

Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and

rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother!

There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their

good and slayeth them!'.When she had made an end of her song, she wept sore, till presently sleep overcame her and she slept..So she gave him all

that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that

night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel

said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win

to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion

them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and

repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and

bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship.

Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night,

or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed

remembrance heretofore. (202).? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all

away..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour

in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became

intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all

their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves

awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.The company marvelled at this story with the utmost
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wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..Issues of Affairs, Of Looking

to the, i. 80..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii.

171..So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso

had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place

and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone,

having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me

a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached

myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I

was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at

the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.? ? ? ? ? My patience

underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me, comrades dear..? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.The

vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his

lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth

of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed

himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the

city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said

to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust]

king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw

this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is

not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his

good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the

stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the

bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house,

where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither

invited him..Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before

him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver.

So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready

wit, I had smitten off their heads!".Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against certain owners of sheep,

whose flocks had fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds should make good the

amount]. But Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk and

wool, till they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance and

caused execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself therein better

versed in jurisprudence.' (245).? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's grief (18) is pined..?

? ? ? ? a. The Adventures of Beloukiya cccclxxxvi.Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and

assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that

they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and

bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and

setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him

with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship

and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of

continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them.."Know, O

my lord," answered she, "that I am a maiden oppressed of my father, for that he misspeaketh of me and saith to me, 'Thou art foul of favour and it

befitteth not that thou wear rich clothes; for thou and the slave-girls, ye are equal in rank, there is no distinguishing thee from them.' Now he is a

rich man, having wealth galore, [and saith not on this wise but] because he is a niggard and grudgeth the spending of a farthing; [wherefore he is

loath to marry me,] lest he be put to somewhat of charge in my marriage, albeit God the Most High hath been bountiful to him and he is a man

puissant in his time and lacking nothing of the goods of the world." "Who is thy father," asked the young merchant, "and what is his condition?"

And she replied, "He is the Chief Cadi of the Supreme Court, under whose hand are all the Cadis who administer justice in this city.".?THE

SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..?Story of King Bekhtzeman..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God

I were a servant in waiting at your door!.They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a

woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee
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and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with

him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander

of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!'

she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said,

"It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High,

'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God

increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for

her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn

aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).Presently, one of the

slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his

sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the

draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of

laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon

the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..87. El Mamoun and the

Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried

out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the [other]

poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased

with him." (68).A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not

from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he

abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming

that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was

asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed

in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God

and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and

said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said

was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he

well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look

into his affair..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen Officers of Police, ii.

117..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might

make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants

came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of

his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had

seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair,

so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father

and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.Now the merchant their

father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the purse [with the

thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon the boys,

saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.' Then he took

a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about them and said,

'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not out the purse,

he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and lashing them

[each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant

said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was

their case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.Accordingly, one night, when they were alone with the king and he leant back, as he were

asleep, they said these words and the king heard it all and was like to die of rage and said in himself, 'These are young boys, not come to years of

discretion, and have no intrigue with any; and except they had heard these words from some one, they had not spoken with each other thereof.'

When it was morning, wrath overmastered him, so that he stayed not neither deliberated, but summoned Abou Temam and taking him apart, said to

him, 'Whoso guardeth not his lord's honour, (126) what behoveth unto him?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'It behoveth that his lord guard not his honour.'

'And whoso entereth the king's house and playeth the traitor with him,' continued the king, 'what behoveth unto him?' And Abou Temam answered,

'He shall not be left on life.' Whereupon the king spat in his face and said to him, 'Both these things hast thou done.' Then he drew his dagger on
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him in haste and smiting him in the belly, slit it and he died forthright; whereupon the king dragged him to a well that was in his palace and cast

him therein..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the vine..When the king heard

this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat

with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out

thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these perils and from

the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in

which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his term was

deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall accomplish, and I trust

in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over these wicked viziers.".? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of

righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..?OF CLEMENCY.
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