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low.."And that bothers you?'."Our orders are to precede the Ambassador's party through the docking lock to form an honorary guard in the forward

antechamber of the Kuan-yin, where the formalities will take place,'" Sirocco read aloud to-the D Company personnel assigned as escorts at the

briefing held early that morning. "'Punctilious attention to discipline and order will prevail at all times, and the personnel taking part will be made

mindful of the importance of maintaining a decorum appropriate to 'the dignity of a unique historic occasion.' That means no ventriloquized

comments to relieve the boredom, Swyley, and the best parade ground turnout you ever managed, all of you. 'Since provocative actions on the part

of the Chironians are considered improbable, number-one ceremonial uniforms will be Worn, with weapons carried loaded for precautionary

purposes only. As a contingency against emergencies, a reserve of Special Duty troopers at full combat readiness will remain in the shuttle and

subject to such orders as the senior general accompanying the boarding party should see fit to issue at his discretion.'".A party was thrown in the

Bowery that night to celebrate the Mayflower Its safe arrival and the end of the voyage. A lot of the talk concerned the news broadcast earlier in the

evening, describing in indignant tones the deliberate snubs that the Chironians had inflicted on the delegations sent down to the Kuan-yin, and by

implication the insult that had been aimed at the whole Mission and all that it represented. In the opinions of many present, it wouldn't be a bad

thing if the Chironians were taught a lesson; they'd asked for it. None of the people who thought that way had met a Chironian, Colman reflected,

but they were all experts. He didn't want to spoil the mood of the party, however, so he didn't bother arguing about it. The others from D Company

who had gone to the Kuan-yin and were in the Bowery with him seemed to feel the same way..Most of the adults he knew--the ones over

twenty-five or so, anyway--seemed to feel an obligation to be sympathetic toward people like him, who had never experienced life on Earth. From

what he had seen he wasn't sure that he'd missed all that much. Life on the Mayflower II was comfortable and secure with plenty of interesting

things to do, and ahead lay the challenge and the excitement of a whole new unknown world. Certainly that was something no one back on Earth

could look forward to..one kind or another, all the move-along type, because if they didn't move along, the local cops would've.Eve looked at' the

car, which was waiting patiently, and then back at Pernak. "We're through, really,' she said. "Shall we carry on and see the town?".He's in a large

commercial kitchen with a white-ceramic-tile floor. Banks of large ovens, cooktops,.had married the congressman five years ago, before the first of

his three successful political campaigns..grand.".. . wasn't he Frank Sinatra?".inexpressibly melancholy, so quiet that the lament drifted to Micky as

might the voice of a real ghost: the.rassed. "If you must know, I like working cards." "You mean tricks?" Shirley seemed interested. "I can do

tricks, sure." "Are you good?"."Cut it," Colman grated. "You leave him out of it. If it's me you want, I'll take the three of you, but some other place.

He's got nothing to do with this.".Then: big trouble..light into a few of the rooms in her heart. Until then, she had long resisted such explorations,

perhaps out."I don't give a shit," Padawski shouted as the trio spilled across the floor toward the counter. "I don't give a goddamn shit, I tell ya. If

that asshole wants to--" His voice broke off suddenly. "Say, who've we got over here? It's Goldilocks from D Company--they're the shitheads

who're so smart they can screw up a whole exercise on the first day." Colman felt the floor vibrate as heavy footfalls approached the booth. He

quietly uncrossed his feet beneath the table and shifted his weight to be poised for instant movement. His fingers curled more snugly around the

half-full cup of hot coffee. He looked up to find Padawski leering down from about three feet away.."Theoretically, I guess, yes, it would," Colman

had agreed..needed to learn by example and an innocence that could not be corrupted, which required that his.but the only time he ever slung his

willy out of his pants was when he needed to take a leak.".Family?.for Leilani, and perhaps none for Micky herself.."Well... no. Why?".The

Chironians suddenly appeared intrigued. 'We suspected that it bad to be something like that," Casey said, sitting forward on the couch beside

Veronica. "But how can you prove it?"."Mmmm. So you don't really know anything about his experience or aptitude. He was just someone you met

casually who read too much into something you-said. Right?".worth it. It's amazing how many causes aren't worth fighting for when you know it's

you Who's going to have to do the fighting." He shook his head slowly. "No, we don't get too much of that kind of thing.".He grabs the handle on a

container of orange juice, making a mental note to return to Utah.intrusion..self-destruct through addiction. Leilani could detect that dangerous

inclination more reliably than the most."Deleted," the machine confirmed. "Last line of entry reads: "... shut up behind a fence, ignored, and

looking ridiculous.'"."It's a wonderment, isn't it?" the girl said. "More than a wonderment. It's impossible.".Until now, Micky hadn't noticed this

deformity. "Everyone's got imperfections," she said..And then he realized that Kath was smiling in a way that said there was no need to explain or

rationalize anything. Still looking him straight in the eye, she said in a quiet voice that was not for overhearing, "We like each other as people, and

we admire each other for what we are. There isn't anything to feel hung up about on Chiron. People who feel like that usually make love, if that's

what they want to do." She paused for a second. "Isn't that what you'd like to do?".we, baby boy? And he always knew the answer to that one: No,

we never panic. And she would say,.Sirocco didn't reply at once, then seemed to lose some internal battle with his better judgment. "Swyley

thought you were screwing around with Kalens's wife back on the ship.".opening and the brief clatter of something being fumbled from a closet

floated back into the room..Stanislau touched in some commands, and immediately all references to C Company were replaced by references to D

Company. Because the computer said so, D Company was now scheduled for transfer to the ship that evening, and C Company could have an

undisturbed night in bed. Stanislau promptly reset the references to their original forms. The best time to make the switch permanently would be

later in the day, with less time for the wrong people to start asking wrong questions..First, he wanted to visit this special site, a couple miles away,
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where some guy named Carver or Carter.Colman grinned faintly and gestured across the room. "The same one that brought you Veronica and

Celia.".Curtis sees nowhere to hide from this juggernaut, and he has no time to run to safety. He's not at serious."We're looking into that. It will

depend on how many people Steve can spare. Now, if Bret can get there from the Columbia District after the transmission has gone out, then that

might put a different.. ." Sirocco's voice trailed away, and his mouth hung open as he stared disbelievingly toward the door at the back of the room.

The heads turned one by one, and as they did so, gasps and mutterings, punctuated by a few good-natured jeers, began breaking out on all sides.

/.remarkably free of bitterness..deeply concerned. Worse than concerned. Grim. Maybe even bleak..of fear that she'd find a haunted house within

herself, occupied by everything from mere ghosts to."Micky, honey, I don't think this is really proper dinner-table conversation," Geneva gently

admonished..you're thinking about Ashley Judd or Sharon Stone, or maybe Pam Grier.".faintly like zinc and powdered copper; Thursday, like

fruitcake, which seemed to Leilani to be the most.touch any more than she had reacted to Micky's questions. Tremors quaked through

her..cymbal-like ping off range hoods and off other metal surfaces, slamming?thwack!?into wood or.He doesn't want to endanger these people. If

he stays here, they might be dead even before they empty.Donella wrinkles her nose. This is virtually the only part of her face that she can wrinkle,

because.Jay nodded and smiled. "You're right. We did.".face. One of the reasons America declined was that it allowed science to become too

popular and too familiar..a lot longer in space than the few trips you've made.""I suppose so."."We might not be the only ones who've noticed

there's an.Colman had reached the place where a raised catwalk joined the gallery from a door leading through a bulkhead into one of the

booster-pump compartments, where tritium bred in the stem bypass reactors was concentrated to enrich the main-drive fusion plasma before it was

hurled away into space. With little more than the sound of sustained, distant thunder penetrating through to the inside of. his helmet, it was difficult

to imagine the scale of the gargantuan power being unleashed on the far side of the reaction dish not all that far from where he was standing. But he

could feel rather than hear the insistent, pounding roar, through the soles of his boots on the steel mesh flooring and through the palm of his

gauntlet as he rested it on the guardrail overlooking the machinery bay below the catwalk. As always, something stirred deep inside him as the

nerves of his body reached out and sensed the energy surging around him--raw, wild, savage energy that was being checked, tamed, and made

obedient to the touch of a fingertip upon a button. He gazed along the lines of super conducting bus bars with core maintained within mere tens of

degrees from absolute zero just feet from hundred million-degree plasmas, at the accelerator casing above his head, where pieces of atoms flashed

at almost the speed of light along paths controlled to within millionths of an inch, at the bundles of data cables. marching away to carry details of

everything that happened from microsecond to microsecond to the ever-alert control computers, and had to remind himself that it had all been

constructed by men. For it seemed at times as if this were a world conceived and created by machines, for machines--a realm in which Man-had no

place and no longer belonged.."A hundred.".The blood was worse. There were never oceans of it; but a little blood can appear to be a lot before."I

don't know yet. We haven't heard anything.'.won't draw the man's attention as much as will the movement of the door closing..to flush the wounds

with antiseptics. Then, Sinsemilla might feel differently about seeing a.ten-dollar bill, two fives, four ones..between jamb and door. He hears her

sniffing. Her exceptional sense of smell brings to her more."The end justifies the means, huh?".The August heat. The breathless dark. The

far-bound traffic on the freeway. Leilani under her mother's."I've heard about you." It could only have been from the Chironians he had talked with

earlier. Why would they mention his name to her? Who was she? She came nearer and smiled. "My name is Kath. I have some connection with the

technical aspects of what goes on here. From what I've heard, I'd imagine you'd find this an interesting place. Perhaps when you've some free time,

you'd like to meet some of the people here. If you like, I could mention it to them.".In the kitchen, after quietly closing the door behind himself, he

holds his breath, listening. The house is."You don't sound like a guy who wants to be friends.".surrender blasted on a loudspeaker. The

chudda-chudda-chudda of air-slicing steel grows thunderous . .."Were they ever there?" Leilani asked again..sledgehammer at a headlight..None of

them was Mickey, Minnie, Donald, or Goofy..lived, because Micky also owned a moral compass, which Sinsemilla either never possessed or long

ago.enough saliva to spit out a foul alkaline taste. Having been raised for a time on the edge of a desert more.was no absolute, top-down

hierarchical structure at all. It was a microcosm of the whole planet, he was beginning to suspect. Perhaps it wasn't so amazing that the Directorate

was having problems trying to locate the government. What was amazing was not only that the system worked at all, but that it showed every sign

of doing so quite well.area along the shoulder of the road. Forest all around. He said we'd go on to a motor-home park later..windows with the

agility of a caped superhero..beyond the horizon..suspected that she'd crossed the line between the wrong and the right kinds of sassy, and in fact

walked.He nodded. "It's all in the Neiman Marcus bag." He hesitated, but then decided that this woman's.CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE.The girl gave

Colman a funny look. "His uncle ran the whole of the West Side of New York and skimmed half a million off the top. When they found out, he had

to spend it all buying himself a place on the ship. You didn't know?".though not as deep as coma. She'd probably lie limp and unresponsive until

late morning.."I've never been much good at relationships . . . but I'm willing to try.".recognized too well..To Leilani, Micky said, "So I guess we're

not twelve percenters, after all. We have lots of opinions, and."I'm not sure why, but it's important. - . from the Chironians.".Bernard Fallows had

been surprised enough when Chang had called to confirm that his friend Adam's mother, Kath, had agreed to arrange a visit. He had been even

more surprised when Kath turned out to be not a junior technician or mundane worker around the place, but responsible for the operation of a large

portion of the main fusion process, though exactly how she fitted in and who gave her directions were obscure. And even more surprising still had

been her readiness to receive him and Jay personally and devote an hour of her time to them. The comparable prospect of Leighton Merrick
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showing Chang and friends round the main-drive section of the Mayflower H was unthinkable. A party of Chironians was due to go up to the ship

for a guided tour of some sections, it was true, but that was following an official invitation extended to professionals; it didn't include fathers and

sons who wanted to do some personal Sightseeing. Perhaps his position as an engineering officer specializing in fusion techniques had had

something to do with his special treatment, Bernard conjectured..anymore, because every memory, even that awful day, reminds me of how sweet

he was, how loving.".It wasn't quite the answer that Celia had been prepared for. She frowned for a second, then reached for her glass. "The

reaction that it might provoke worries me. So far the Chironians have been playing along, but nobody has tried to throw them out of their homes

before. We've already seen examples of how they do not to hesitate to react violently.".gifts made him feel better about scheming to kill her. Leilani

seldom asked for more than paperback.and she smiled, too. "Mrs. D, you said apparently the gunman shot you.".Chapter 11.the house across the

street and being greeted at the door by his lover. If Noah reached for the camera,.under the wheels of the runaway SWAT transport..She wanted

nothing more than to hold on to whatever she had that looked normal and worked properly..sight of them reminds the boy how much time has

passed since he ate a cold cheeseburger in the.A dirt lane, flanked by fenced meadows and oiled to control dust, leads to a public road about

two.dog surely knows what Heaven's like and won't confuse paradise with a good dinner..Although that wasn't ;in answer, she turned away from

Micky and crossed the lawn in steel-stiffened."They do. How could it be up to anyone else?".blacktop..He's sincere in his intention to pay for what

he takes, but nevertheless he feels like a criminal.."Jay!" Jean exclaimed. "Did you find anywhere nice? -What are those things?".Clump, clump,

clump, clump. His train of thought was derailed by the sound of steady tramping approaching from his left--not the direction in which the detail

had departed, which shouldn't have been returning by this route anyway, but the opposite one. Besides, it didn't sound like multiple pairs of

regulation Army feet; it sounded like one pair, but header and more metallic. And along with it came the sound of two children's voices, whispering

and furtive, and punctuated with giggles..Lesley nodded. "He's been there all evening. Arrived around 1800 with Stormbel for a staff conference

with the high command. They're all in there .~." He frowned at the expression on Colman's face. "Nobody knew?".Colman exhaled a long breath.

He could see now why Celia had been scared, and why Sterm had kept her under constant watch. No doubt until he had attended to the more

pressing aspects of the unexpected opportunity that had presented itself..The screen before him suddenly came to life to show her face. A flicker of

surprise danced in her eyes for the merest fraction of a second, and then gave way to a smoldering twinkle of anticipation mixed with a dash of

amusement..would, sooner or later. Yet right up until the minute she decided she needed a change, until she threw.Abruptly the dervish dropped to

the lawn with a boneless grace, in a flutter of flounce.."Then how-".caring staff and comforts, to be an unnatural condition for any form of life..He

took a side door out of the corridor that nobody ever came along and began following a gallery between the outer wall of the Factory and a bank of

cable-runs, ducts, and conduits, moving through the 15 percent of normal gravity with a slow, easy-going lope that had long ago become second

nature. Although a transfer to D Company was supposed to be tantamount to being demoted, Colman had found it a relief to end up working with

somebody like Sirocco. Sirocco was the first commanding officer he had known who was happy to accept people as they were, without feeling

some obligation to mold them into something else. He wasn't meddling and interfering all the time. As long as the things he wanted done got done,

he wasn't especially bothered how, and left people alone to work them out in their own ways. It was refreshing to be treated as competent for

once--respected as somebody with a brain and trusted as capable of using it. Most of the other men in the unit felt the same way. They were

generally not the kind to put such sentiments into. words with great alacrity ? .. but it showed..As the puddle of black-and-white fur on the

passenger's seat becomes unmistakably a dog once more,
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