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? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the

Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment

and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he

went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till

they came to the gate of the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified

bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif

being disguised, and deemed the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never

saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of

His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth

Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the

wasted body's wounds distract the anguished soul..? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men And the niggard and sland'rer to use me

forebade..Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and

she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and

uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said

to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and

crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for

him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars

and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii.

31..This was grievous to the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her,

"Go to El Abbas and salute him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook

herself to him and when she came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten her leave and permission.

When she entered, El Abbas knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his mamelukes and said to her,

"What is thine errand, O handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and

commendeth her salutation to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for

that thy largesse embraceth great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy

heart against her." Quoth he, "Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were consumed with the love of her

[aforetime] and of my longing after her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home and my wealth, and it was with

her that began the hardheartedness and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I send her somewhat whereby she

may remember me; for that I abide in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".Now the king was leaning back upon

the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of

heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi

knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).93.

The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster cccciii.So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a

company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an

exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at

unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate

and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the

young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am

content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".Things, The King who knew the Quintessence of, i. 239.?

? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..? ? ? ? ? w. The Fox and

the Folk (235) M.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where

were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis

saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken

Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was

false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is

dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to

cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing

will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us
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take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for

her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual

than [that of] any.'.? ? ? ? ? Know, then, the woes that have befall'n a lover, neither grudge Her secret to conceal, but keep her counsel still, I

pray..When his sister Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case.

When he knew her, he threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the

Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife

abode wondered at this and Selma's patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O

my lady, all that we are in of gladness is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in

joy and happiness and delight three days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who

was lost years agone..The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the

street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead

and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth;

wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched

himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head, weeping..The Breslau Edition, which was printed from a

Manuscript of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night alleged to have been furnished to the Editor by a learned Arab of Tunis, whom he

styles "Herr M. Annaggar" (Qu?re En Nejjar, the Carpenter), the lacunes found in which were supplemented from various other MS. sources

indicated by Silvestre de Sacy and other eminent Orientalists, is edited with a perfection of badness to which only German scholars (at once the

best and worst editors in the world) can attain. The original Editor, Dr. Maximilian Habicht, was during the period (1825- 1839) of publication of

the first eight Volumes, engaged in continual and somewhat acrimonious (223) controversy concerning the details of his editorship with Prof. H. L.

Fleischer, who, after his death, undertook the completion of his task and approved himself a worthy successor of his whilom adversary, his laches

and shortcomings in the matter of revision and collation of the text being at least equal in extent and gravity to those of his predecessor, whilst he

omitted the one valuable feature of the latter's work, namely, the glossary of Arabic words, not occurring in the dictionaries, appended to the earlier

volumes..ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".?Story of King

Bihkerd..Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have

married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should

take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to

wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms

galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's

brother..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.? ? ? ? ? For 'twixt the closing of an eye and th'opening thereof, God hath it in His power to

change a case from foul to fair..Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white

plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and

wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife

saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own

hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of

wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it

swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier,

"is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's commandment.".The first to take

the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.?

? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.When three nights had passed over her with their days of

the second month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a

dwelling, removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was

it but a little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife

was like to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth

king who had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma,

proffered her the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the

kingship is [to find] my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed

herself to the business of administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..A Damsel

made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's

love for women; so he said to his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but

he believed her not and doubt entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he
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summoned the chamberlain and investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he

should have departed and come to his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he

answered, saying, 'Hearkening and obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my

estate; then will I go about the king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..One day,

there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and

questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one

of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city

he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this

damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto

save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over

against the old man and woman, and ate of the fruits that were in the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and

moored to the side of the island, to fill up with water, whereupon they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian

and all that was therein, both men and goods, belonged to him, for that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded

the old man, the owner of the island, and he went up [into the ship] and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till

he made him yearn unto her and his soul prompted him to use treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her,

saying, 'With us in the ship is a woman with child, and we fear lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she

answered, 'Yes.' Now it was the last of the day; so he sent to her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were

come upon her; and he promised her clothes and spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and

transported her gear to the ship; but no sooner was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..The

billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..? ? ? ? ? Were my affliction thine, love's anguish hadst thou dreed And in the flaming hell of

long estrangement sighed..THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high

into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the gateway thereof were much people of the

chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they saw the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she

reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting her from the horse's back, carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When

she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes the like; for therein were four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its

ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall

stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many

chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..? ? ? ? ? "Breaker

of hearts," quoth she, "I call it, for therewith I've broken many a heart among the amorous race.".? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each

his Fellow dccccxi.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (145).However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to

him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and

falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that

he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his

enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the

people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and

sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and

when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and

delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it

and apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of

this correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy

heart is void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following

verses:.92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure

estrangement and despair..Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).? ? ? ? ? Thy

letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, My longing waxed and pain and woe redoubled on my head..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of

the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank

Wife dccclxii.Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at

your view;.? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..Tither, The

Unjust King and the, i. 273..?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE DRUGGIST..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii.

65..?OF CLEMENCY..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth xxi.98. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant ccccvii.58. The Lovers of the Benou

Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but
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obey..Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before

him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and

my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with

the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the

singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The

Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself

upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously,

after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere

dccccxcv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What

excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we

purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him

and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth

that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and

they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and

ever! Amen..Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es

Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on

the water-lily:.? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii.

181..His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, iii. 42.? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've

quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my

weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the Draper's Wife

dccccxvii.When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he

abode his day long..Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewst what I endure for

love of thee and how My vitals for thy cruelty are all forspent and dead!.137. Otbeh and Reyya dclxxx.An if ye'd of evil be quit, look that no evil

ye do, ii. 192..When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said,

"O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the

putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and

Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine

honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the

Porter (239).? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for visiting, I

ween.".When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from

yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we

do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to

place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried

out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none

succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts

of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..Bihzad, Story of Prince, i.

99..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with her

loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was

even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.The Ninth Night of the Month..Now it befell, by

the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence, that Caesar, king of the Greeks, the husband of Melik Shah's mother Shah Khatoun, [went

forth to the chase that day]. He started a head of game, he and his company, and chased it, till they came up with it by that pit, whereupon one of

them lighted down from his horse, to slaughter it, hard by the mouth of the pit. He heard a sound of low moaning from the bottom of the pit} so he

arose and mounting his horse, waited till the troops were assembled. Then he acquainted the king with this and he bade one of his servants [descend

into the pit]. So the man descended and brought out the youth [and the eunuch], aswoon..Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it

was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring

wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came

the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no

other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth

Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.Then she arose and returned to her chamber..When King Shah Bekht heard

this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from
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the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder;

whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping, and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out

graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203) from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and

come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was

the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the

skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island, whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that

had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods

without number and riches past count So we abode confounded, drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of

having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance availed not in that place..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.?STORY

OF THE OLD SHARPER..? ? ? ? ? I see yon like unto mankind in favour and in form; But oxen, (37) verily, ye are in fashion and in

deed..Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the Faithful, she kissed the earth before

him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and reviver of justice among all creatures!

May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed on thee and make Paradise thy

harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat down and he bade her sing;

whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the Faithful and Jaafer were

confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.The eunuch returned and told the king,

who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me

that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king,

what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered

she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched

his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then

he went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to

send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the

New Cairo Police cccxliii.When the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her

equal, but none dare name a man to her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace,

till one day he got hold of one of her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and

acquainted her with his case; and she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he

had with him was gone and the servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch

what may suffice me and return hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and

all that the prince had with him was spent and his company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the

victual and they left the rest and fared on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast

stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on afoot till his feet swelled..11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.? ? ? ? ? Who dares with

them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad

in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him

and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes,

said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our

succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove

too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms,

fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..Next morning, the old woman said

to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so

haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the

hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her

and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and

wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as

he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took

him up and carried him forth of that place..Now his parts and fashions pleased the Khalif and the excellence of his composition and his frankness,

and he said in himself, "I will assuredly make him my cup- companion and sitting-mate." So he rose forthright and saying to Mesrour, "Take him

up," [returned to the palace]. Accordingly, Mesrour took up Aboulhusn and carrying him to the palace of the Khalifate, set him down before Er

Reshid, who bade the slaves and slave- girls encompass him about, whilst he himself hid in a place where Aboulhusn could not see him..Galen

heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of
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the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend

with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he

looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their

ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto

Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..The learned man bethought him

awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man

lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes

put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for

whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of

the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary

or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.The

Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..On

this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with

whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his

company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and

anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in

quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with

kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his

chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted

him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee

company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer

with "Hearkening and obedience.".Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..They abode thus awhile and presently

she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he

became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing

not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it

into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces,

which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..Then they returned to

Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair.

Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.Then he turned back,

pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his

face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye,

O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The

youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such

a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him

and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily

from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..? ? ? ? ?

Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..Then he girt

his middle with a handkerchief and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine

errands;' and the youth said, 'Go and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the

saloon, sat down on the carpet and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he

addressed himself to joyance. They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past,

when the master of the house arose and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering

their affair, till daybreak, when the woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon

the master of the house followed her with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the

young merchant..Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate, and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El

Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he

was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and

abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of

the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind and his wronged and envied vizier.".Four sharpers once plotted

against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an
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ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money-

changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him, whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might

give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It

is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third

went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail, saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave

not over doing the like of this..? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it

wrought..Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248)

When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like

unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon

Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and

they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising

verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh

answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to

Meimoun's palace. (249).There was once, in the parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the

merchants and was blessed with two children, a son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they

grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in

the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl

Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them

slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and

bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and

they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..The old

woman received the alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad

him, after she had stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his

body of that which was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he

ate and his life returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? So fell and fierce my stroke is, if on a

mountain high It lit, though all of granite, right through its midst 'twould shear..When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a

fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came

out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth

to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of

offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army

of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat.
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