The Fearless Man A Novel Of Vietnam

THE FEARLESS MAN A NOVEL OF VIETNAM
Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess,
and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this iron chain and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when
thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak
not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall owe her deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old
woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on with him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she
went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for
preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace,
whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..Poor Old
Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's
goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets wane..? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And
for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament.."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by
Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things
and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me
with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand
of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king,
but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single
hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for
the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him
until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that
blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I
see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..THE
TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).When Er Reshid heard this, he waxed exceeding wroth and said, "May God not reunite
you twain in gladness!" Then he summoned the headsman, and when he presented himself, he said to him, "Strike off the head of this accursed
slave-girl." So Mesrour took her by the hand and [led her away; but], when she came to the door, she turned and said to the Khalif, "O Commander
of the Faithful, I conjure thee, by thy fathers and forefathers, give ear unto that I shall say!" Then she improvised and recited the following
verses:.When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the [other]
sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in fear of
him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and execute his
ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to defer the
putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do what he
will.".Then he braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding
might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from
under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and
rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the
village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him,
how God had delivered him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet
sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown black in
his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his neck
and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in
sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's
mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover,
his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set out one
day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders refused to
open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could not fix
upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he might
lie..So the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.'
Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I
know the quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer
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took him and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said,
'What is this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems,
after questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of
service; so he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I
do with the like of this fellow?'.? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..? ? ? ? ?
Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to
part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a
body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of
the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy.
Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew
him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended his estate and restored His
bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer,
"he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit
myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Haste not to that thou
dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.Credulous
Husband, The, i. 270..146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to
solace still it wrought..?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..When Aamir heard his lord's verses, he
knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains
and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the morning,
they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1
went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the
neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and
yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I
inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue
and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided me.'.37. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and
Jaafer dlv.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king
required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I
swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to
know the Speech of Birds dxcii.The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their
enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and
treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they
fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said
to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to
the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my
lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".? ? ? ? ? y. The
Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dcv.Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to
drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat
there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but
Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the
Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee;
and as the byword says in verse:.?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I for justice sue to you, whilst, with desire For
aid, ye war on me and still on slaying me are bent!.I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened
my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man,
[a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had
sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a
great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to
look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman
followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's
space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I
have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware
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lest thou cross me;' and went away..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they
did rear..Quoth the king, 'Verily, thou makest me long to see him. Canst thou not bring us together?' 'With all my heart,' answered the husbandman,
and the king sat with him till he had made an end of his tillage, when he carried him to his dwelling-place and brought him in company with the
other stranger, aud behold, it was his vizier. When they saw each other, they wept and embraced, and the husbandman wept for their weeping; but
the king concealed their affair and said to him, 'This is a man from my country and he is as my brother.' So they abode with the husbandman and
helped him for a wage, wherewith they supported themselves a long while. Meanwhile, they sought news of their country and learned that which its
people suffered of straitness and oppression..So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story,
and he said, 'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of
the folk; wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial
service], like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but
with her." Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to
such a pass with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture,
purposing to go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the
encampment of] this my wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..When she heard their words,
in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then
quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that
they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be
He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and
[now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for
him and he was made whole of his sickness..Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..Cook, The Lackpenny and the, i. 9..When Ibrahim
heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth
that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father
and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was
little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse
and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last;
which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it
and behold, it was scarred..'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking
the money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me.
Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn
reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but,
before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in
myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to
me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath
occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.Pease on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! ii. 89..When he felt the water, he struck out,
and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth
day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on
with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the
husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and
intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and
he is presently my friend.'.Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and
Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then she returned to the first mode and improvised the following
verses on the water-lily:.Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him,
what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I
brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As
for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and
coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand
a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..My flower a
marvel on your heads doth show, ii. 254..103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.? ? ? ? ? As at the casement high
she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor cclii.Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case
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and told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her
the token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way,
and when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when
thou needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out,
hardly believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord
Jesus.".110. The Haunted House in Baghdad ccccxxiv.The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears are
ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he
brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to
the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid
them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate
thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be
ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest
us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My
father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among
the merchants and with their provost.'.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story xxxi.Pious Woman accused of Lewdness,
The, ii. 5..148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.Actions, Of the Issues of Good and
Evil, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.Then they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food
were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and
favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience,
O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom
estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..Now the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village,
had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and
came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the
headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This
is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his
attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they
marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the
fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to
him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and
falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that
he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his
enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the
people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and
sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of
Lewdness dccccvii.? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but
obey..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.Presently, she came to me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it]
other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er
Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me
and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was
finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back
to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking
myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..? ? ? ? ? But now
unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale..Then he sprang
up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort
with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would
never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a
stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would
never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? My juice
among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..Old Woman, the Merchant and the King, The, i. 265..? ? ?
? ? Yet, if with him forgotten be the troth-plight of our loves, I have a king who of his grace will not forget me e'er..Then he turned back, pondering
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upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and
considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O
youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The
youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such
a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him
and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily
from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..? ? ? ? ?
What had it irked them, had they'd ta'en farewell of him they've left Lone, whilst estrangement's fires within his entrails rage amain?.?STORY OF
THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..When the king heard the vizier's
speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode his day long..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse
dccccxcix.Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and
grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and
buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and
clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to
yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon
the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel
returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..? ? ? ?
? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv."O Shehrzad," quoth Shehriyar, "finish unto us the story that thy friend told thee, for that it resembleth the
story of a king whom I knew; but fain would I hear that which betided the people of this city and what they said of the affair of the king, so I may
return from that wherein I was." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "Know, O august king and lord of just judgment and praiseworthy
excellence and exceeding prowess, that, when the folk heard that the king had put away from him his custom and returned from that which had
been his wont, they rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and offered up prayers for him. Then they talked with one another of the cause of the
slaughter of the girls, and the wise said, 'They (162) are not all alike, nor are the fingers of the hand alike.'".As for Belehwan, when he fled and
fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and
used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came
to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might
take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..Melik (El) Ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the Sixteen
Officers of Police, ii. 117..?THE KING'S SON WHO FELL IN LOVE WITH THE PICTURE..Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after
stress, iii. 117..? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.When the king heard
his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it,
but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and
the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of
the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured
man.".There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used
them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a
masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who
exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found
him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat
of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other.
'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.Then he turned to the
viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our
sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against
him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets
and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and
contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth
not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..So he did this, and when it was night, he covered the pit with a light
covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he sent to him and summoned him to the presence in the
king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and when he stepped upon the covering of the pit,
it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him with stones. When the vizier saw what had betided
him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth
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and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night. When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from
the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they took him up..? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a
matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..? ? ? ? ? Suppose for distraction he seek in the Spring
and its blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my
house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the
woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.'
Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She
took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to
her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth
she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the
house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.(Quoth Abdallah ben Nan) So I became his
boon-companion and entertained him by night [with stories and the like]; and this pleased him to the utmost and he took me into especial favour
and bestowed on me dresses of honour and assigned me a separate lodging; brief, he was everywise bountiful to me and could not brook to be
parted from me a single hour. So I abode with him a while of time and every night I caroused with him [and entertained him], till the most part of
the night was past; and when drowsiness overcame him, he would rise [and betake himself] to his sleeping-place, saying to me, "Forsake not my
service for that of another than I and hold not aloof from my presence." And I made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".108. Ali ben Tahir
and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.?STORY OF THE KING OF HIND AND HIS VIZIER..Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and
emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.'
Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering
the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to
her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst
Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and
having four steps of gold, together with many carpets of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread
amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon, perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..Now the singer had
entered and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who
came in, in a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which
the singer spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer
came forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then
they ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving
good, (197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..A certain wealthy
merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and
spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.'
The other excused himself, because of his poverty, and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant
with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it
reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will not do this ever.'.Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he
said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].'
Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By
Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].'
Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary
than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for
herself.".She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..Then said Queen
Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented
flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers,
that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon
the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in
many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to
the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been
stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast
to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes
and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman
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was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the
doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of
punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I
am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil
with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding
and good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his
governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for
him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot
followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).113. The
Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array
and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and
recited the following verses:.Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered
[to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.76. The Khalif El Hakim and
the Merchant ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? If I must die, then welcome death to heal My woes; 'twere lighter than the pangs I feel..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen
Necklace dxcvi.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire
without fear!.On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "is it with thee. If God have written aught on my forehead, needs must it befall
me and my speech to the king shall not profit me, no, nor my adducing to him of [illustrative] instances, against the fore-ordinance of God. So with
these viziers, for all their eagerness and endeavour for my destruction, this shall not profit them; for, if God [be minded to] save me, He will give
me the victory over them.".God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..Now this (155) was the francolin that bore
witness against him.'.63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the
way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the
land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were
thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves.
Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the
folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the
son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him,
saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they
took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.Then Iblis took the cup and signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said,
'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon
dcccxcix.66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.When the king heard this story, he renounced his purpose of putting the vizier to
death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by your absence
is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So
the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and
Zebidoun (55) and Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the
Hejaz (56) and was a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk
made way for him and the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and
spoke not to any; whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories,
such as beseem the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still
abode with his head bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to
him, "By Allah, thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the
boon-companions. What is the cause of this?".As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut
in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion and her loveliness (and
indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he
said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier
and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God prolong thy continuance, have
patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that
thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not
patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought
that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever
betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this affair and this that thou dost will
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not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck not of her father, if he be vexed
or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his house, married her..? ? ? ? ? Yea,
he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..On the morrow,
the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to
him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer,
"Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no
trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought
him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So
Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not.
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