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As they abode thus on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to

our rescue, O King!" Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen

you?" Quoth they, "Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except

thou succour us, we are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and

Hudheifeh the Arab (68) hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children;

nor was one saved of the tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".Khorassan, his Son and his

Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..44. Haroun er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas cccxxxviii.When he felt the water, he struck out,

and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth

day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on

with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the

husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and

intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and

he is presently my friend.'.So the folk gathered together to them and blamed the lackpenny and said to him, 'Give him the price of that which thou

hast eaten.' Quoth he, 'I gave him a dirhem before I entered the shop;' and the cook said, 'Be everything I sell this day forbidden (15) to me, if he

gave me so much as the name of a piece of money! By Allah, he gave me nought, but ate my food and went out and [would have] made off,

without aught [said I]' 'Nay,' answered the lackpenny, 'I gave thee a dirhem,' and he reviled the cook, who returned his abuse; whereupon he dealt

him a cuff and they gripped and grappled and throttled each other. When the folk saw them on this wise, they came up to them and said to them,

'What is this strife between you, and no cause for it?' 'Ay, by Allah,' replied the lackpenny, 'but there is a cause for it, and the cause hath a tail!'

Whereupon, 'Yea, by Allah,' cried the cook, 'now thou mindest me of thyself and thy dirhem! Yes, he gave me a dirhem and [but] a quarter of the

price is spent. Come back and take the rest of the price of thy dirhem.' For that he understood what was to do, at the mention of the tail; and I, O my

brother," added Aboulhusn, "my story hath a cause, which I will tell thee.".When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses

pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the

dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their

melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love

of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly;

whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that

which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth.

(144).The Fourth Night of the Month..Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain

said, 'This thing is impossible of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead

have no occasion for good.' And they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are

gone and we cannot avail against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear

no sound of them, let him advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service]

two parts [of the booty]..? ? ? ? ? The true believer is pinched for his daily bread, Whilst infidel rogues enjoy all benefit..Meanwhile, Selim abode

with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took

compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to

entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O

youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim

answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what

while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that

thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and

slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may God the Most High requite thee with good!'.This was all the merchant's good; so he

said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat

him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy

shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant

[Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till

they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him,

"Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii.

191..104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..They lighted down without the place and
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when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide

of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people

and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of

departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.? ? ? ? ? How

long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..The

Seventh Night of the Month..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer

thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she

came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her,

"What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his

slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's

and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy

soul's pure desire, iii. 19..Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the

Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it

with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the

Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now

the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he

knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched

his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from

the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..They gave not over drinking and carousing till the middle of the night, when the

Khalif said to his host, "O my brother, hast thou in thy heart a wish thou wouldst have accomplished or a regret thou wouldst fain do away?" "By

Allah," answered he, "there is no regret in my heart save that I am not gifted with dominion and the power of commandment and prohibition, so I

might do what is in my mind!" Quoth the Khalif, "For God's sake, O my brother, tell me what is in thy mind!" And Aboulhusn said, "I would to

God I might avenge myself on my neighbours, for that in my neighbourhood is a mosque and therein four sheikhs, who take it ill, whenas there

cometh a guest to me, and vex me with talk and molest me in words and threaten me that they will complain of me to the Commander of the

Faithful, and indeed they oppress me sore, and I crave of God the Most High one day's dominion, that I may beat each of them with four hundred

lashes, as well as the Imam of the mosque, and parade them about the city of Baghdad and let call before them, 'This is the reward and the least of

the reward of whoso exceedeth [in talk] and spiteth the folk and troubleth on them their joys.' This is what I wish and no more.".Then she

discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may

God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy

charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed

him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to

him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered

her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and

guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget

him; what is he?" iii. 42..22. El Hejjaj and the three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.Now this (155) was the francolin that bore witness against him.'.Then

she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness,

said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of

rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to

leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had

befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests,

whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the

sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..? ? ? ?

? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line..When Abou Temam

returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in

showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah,

who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and

despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device

they should practise..Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of

her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him,

"Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes."
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Then said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and

we fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and

furniture, after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth

and brought them what they should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day

and brought them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me,

"Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and

hopping about upon the ground and laughing..Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade

him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.There

was once in a certain city a woman fair of favour, who had to lover a trooper. Her husband was a fuller, and when he went out to his business, the

trooper used to come to her and abide with her till the time of the fuller's return, when he would go away. On this wise they abode awhile, till one

day the trooper said to his mistress, 'I mean to take me a house near unto thine and dig an underground passage from my house to thy house, and do

thou say to thy husband, "My sister hath been absent with her husband and now they have returned from their travels; and I have made her take up

her sojourn in my neighbourhood, so I may foregather with her at all times. So go thou to her husband the trooper and offer him thy wares [for

sale], and thou wilt see my sister with him and wilt see that she is I and I am she, without doubt. So, Allah, Allah, go to my sister's husband and

give ear to that which he shall say to thee."'.4. The Three Apples xix.The Breslau Edition, which was printed from a Manuscript of the Book of the

Thousand Nights and One Night alleged to have been furnished to the Editor by a learned Arab of Tunis, whom he styles "Herr M. Annaggar"

(Qu?re En Nejjar, the Carpenter), the lacunes found in which were supplemented from various other MS. sources indicated by Silvestre de Sacy

and other eminent Orientalists, is edited with a perfection of badness to which only German scholars (at once the best and worst editors in the

world) can attain. The original Editor, Dr. Maximilian Habicht, was during the period (1825- 1839) of publication of the first eight Volumes,

engaged in continual and somewhat acrimonious (223) controversy concerning the details of his editorship with Prof. H. L. Fleischer, who, after his

death, undertook the completion of his task and approved himself a worthy successor of his whilom adversary, his laches and shortcomings in the

matter of revision and collation of the text being at least equal in extent and gravity to those of his predecessor, whilst he omitted the one valuable

feature of the latter's work, namely, the glossary of Arabic words, not occurring in the dictionaries, appended to the earlier volumes..'Twere fitter

and better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.[When the king

heard his wife's words], it was as if he had been asleep and awoke; so he went forth of the harem and bade slaughter fowls and dress meats of all

kinds and colours. Moreover, he assembled all his retainers and let bring sweetmeats and dessert and all that beseemeth unto kings' tables. Then he

adorned his palace and despatched after El Abbas a man of the chief officers of his household, who found him coming forth of the bath, clad in a

doublet of fine goats' hair and over it a Baghdadi scarf; his waist was girt with a Rustec (81) kerchief and on his head he wore a light turban of

Damietta make..The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take

them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased

Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer

of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..THE MERCHANT OF CAIRO AND THE

FAVOURITE OF THE KHALIF EL MAMOUN EL HAKIM BI AMRILLAH. (180).Selim abode in the governance, invested with the sultanate,

and ruled the people a whole year, after which he returned to El Mensoureh and sojourned there another year. And he [and his wife] ceased not to

go from city to city and abide in this a year and that a year, till he was vouchsafed children and they grew up, whereupon he appointed him of his

sons, who was found fitting, to be his deputy in [one] kingdom [and abode himself in the other]; and he lived, he and his wife and children, what

while God the Most High willed. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this story rarer or more extraordinary than that of the king of Hind

and his wronged and envied vizier.".Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a

stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou

complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God

the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou

come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of

God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the

city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..'Twere better

and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I

flew..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave alms to the sick, and indeed

[the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house, laid him on a mat and wrapped

him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when the old woman saw, she rose to

her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and charity and almsdoing, know

that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When the lady heard this, she gave her
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alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her husband]..Therewithal the young man was

moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they

drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat

on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.Then the Khalif took him

into his especial favour and married him and bestowed largesse on him and lodged him with himself in the palace and made him of the chief of his

boon-companions, and indeed he was preferred with him above them and the Khalif advanced him over them all. Now they were ten in number, to

wit, El Ijli and Er Recashi and Ibdan and Hassan el Feresdec and El Lauz and Es Seker and Omar et Tertis and Abou Nuwas (34) and Abou Ishac

en Nedim and Aboulhusn el Khelia, and by each of them hangeth a story that is told in other than this book. And indeed Aboulhusn became high in

honour with the Khalif and favoured above all, so that he sat with him and the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim and married the latter's treasuress,

whose name was Nuzhet el Fuad..Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to

me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was

indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to

be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24)

moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the

woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow

rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the

Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they

exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.When she awoke, she

said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for

the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with

[pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed

unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn

and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into

the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this my letter.".Selim and Selma, ii. 81..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the

Thief dcxxxii.When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?"

And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he came before him, he acquainted him with the

matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene

had named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed

and who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on

him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance over his city. (43).? ? ? ? ? Then get thee gone nor covet that which thou

shall ne'er obtain; So shall it be, although the time seem near and the event..? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things

dcccxci.Then he sent for his daughter, whose name was Jemreh, and when she came, he said to her, 'Harkye, Jemreh! Know that I am going to

[meet] the clans of Es Shisban and Queen Kemeriyeh and the kings of the Jinn. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them, to Allah be the praise and

thou shall have of me largesse; but, if thou see or hear that I am worsted and any come to thee with news of me [to this effect], hasten to slay

Tuhfeh, so she may fall neither to me nor to them.' Then he took leave of her and mounted, saying, 'When this cometh about, pass over to the

Crescent Mountain and take up thine abode there, and await what shall befall me and what I shall say to thee.' And Jemreh answered with

'Hearkening and obedience.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to

whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover,

she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the

pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for

that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and he wept for her loss..? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew Of

faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace denied..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.So they gat them raiment of wool and clothing

themselves therewith, went forth and wandered in the deserts and wastes; but, when some days had passed over them, they became weak for hunger

and repented them of that which they had done, whenas repentance profited them not, and the prince complained to his father of weariness and

hunger. 'Dear my son,' answered the king, 'I did with thee that which behoved me, (205) but thou wouldst not hearken to me, and now there is no

means of returning to thy former estate, for that another hath taken the kingdom and become its defender; but I will counsel thee of somewhat,

wherein do thou pleasure me.' Quoth the prince, 'What is it?' And his father said, 'Take me and go with me to the market and sell me and take my

price and do with it what thou wilt, and I shall become the property of one who will provide for my support,' 'Who will buy thee of me,' asked the

prince, 'seeing thou art a very old man? Nay, do thou rather sell me, for the demand for me will be greater.' But the king said, 'An thou wert king,

thou wouldst require me of service.'.So she gave him the lute and he forewent her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a
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door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him

to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein, till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and

accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook

under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the

saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow, fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all

manner colours..After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his

dwelling..48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.70. Aboulaswed and his squinting Slave-girl ccclxxxvii.Meanwhile, the

nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood, cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and

making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping

chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his

son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the

king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty

funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the infant.Damascus is all gardens decked for the

pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in quest of a woman who knew me

and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day till the hour of afternoon prayer,

and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when the chief of the police would

seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her door was ajar and she was

clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without suspicion, and when I

entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm."

Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will be chronicled in history

and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And I answered, "How

should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I abide my day long

going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good, and thou shalt get

the better of him.".The king marvelled at what he saw and questioned him of [how he came by] the knowledge of this. 'O king,' answered the old

man, 'this [kind of] jewel is engendered in the belly of a creature called the oyster and its origin is a drop of rain and it is firm to the touch [and

groweth not warm, when held in the hand]; so, when [I took the second pearl and felt that] it was warm to the touch, I knew that it harboured some

living thing, for that live things thrive not but in heat.' (209) So the king said to the cook, 'Increase his allowance.' And he appointed to him [fresh]

allowances..? ? ? ? ? e. King Dadbin and his Viziers cccclv.When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and

drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars

and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning

to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.Wife, The Old Woman and

the Draper's, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I follow on until the very planets

wane..Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the

beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and

chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to

kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her

and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright,

wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she

only redoubled in aversion to him..As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had

done and how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this;

else had he not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they

sent for Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said

Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to

a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now

Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and

she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we

will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in

sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of

him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in

less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for
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Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for

them there..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..130. Abulhusn ed Durraj and Abou Jaafer the Leper cccclxxxi.? ? ? ? ?

s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it

men delight..A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside,

he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to

them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had

made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and

bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he

took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what the king purposed against him.."There was once a king in the land of

Teberistan, by name Dadbin, and he had two viziers, called one Zourkhan and the other Kardan. The Vizier Zourkhan had a daughter, there was not

in her time a handsomer than she nor yet a chaster nor a more pious, for she was a faster, a prayer and a worshipper of God the Most High, and her

name was Arwa. Now Dadbin heard tell of her charms; so his heart clave to her and he called the vizier [her father] and said to him, 'I desire of thee

that thou marry me to thy daughter.' Quoth Zourkhan, 'Allow me to consult her, and if she consent, I will marry thee with her.' And the king said,

'Hasten unto this.'.86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young Bedouin cccxcv.There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth

galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come to her, and on

this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me

and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee nor draw near

thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could endure to vex

him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would

vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my

expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed

days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city,

where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me,

'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee

once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy;

after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said,

'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he

read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for

all the talk wherewith they set on me..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we

were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and

weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is

fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good];

else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly

perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose

upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..? ? ? ? ? v. The Stolen Purse dccccxcix.The Twenty-fifth Night of the

Month..There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and

he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by night Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was

high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it

became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did

he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the

Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this

was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so that he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and

unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart

consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" "If I forget him,

ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..When El Abbas had made an end of his verses, his father said to

him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou any want unto which thou availest not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish

my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El Abbas, "I have, indeed, an urgent want, on account whereof I came forth of my native

land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to perils and stresses and became an exile from my country, and I trust in God that it

may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is thy want?" asked the king. Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me

in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is distraught with love of her." And he recounted to his father his story
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from first to last..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to

Lover dclxxxviii.Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157.
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