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THE PROBLEM OF THE COMMONWEALTH
"He might if he had your bank statement Mr. Bloomfeld will be in at two, Mrs. Bushyager at three.".abominable most fiction Is. And we can't

remove ourselves from the pain. Ordinary readers can skip, or.The left hand dodged. "You don't seem to understand, Mandy?I can't. We're joined

indissolubly, till death us do part," Selene said..Company's gone! They've struck their tents and left!".feet About the man leapt fawning wolves,

some spotted like jackals, some tan and some white. He.The DetweUer Boy.gray shake walls of the houses. In the viewer, he is turning toward you,

and you duck again. Another."Nonsense," said the grey man. "I have more emeralds and diamonds and gold and pearls than I know what to do

with," and he opened a closet door..Brother Hart lay on their straw bed. When he looked up at her, Hinda could not bear the twin.ward, got up tn

time to see the fiberglass ropes on the side nearest him snap free from the steel spikes anchoring the dome to the rock. The dome now looked like

some fantastic Christmas ornament, filled with snowflakes and the Sashing red and blue lights of the emergency alarms. The top of the dome

heaved over away from him, and the floor raised itself high in the air, held down by the unbroken anchors on the side farthest from him. There was

a gush of snow and dust; then the floor settled slowly back to the ground. There was no motion now but the leisurely folding of the depressurized

dome roof as it settled over the structures inside..tracks it backward until the men are again in then- places on deck. He looks again at the group

standing.Guilt and her pain tore at me. I chased through my head for something to comfort her. "Mandy, I?".After about two hours, in which

Detweiler grew progressively more ill, I excused myself to go to the bathroom. While I was away from the table, I palmed Lorraine's master

key..advance. After all, he'd only been there three days. So sad about his back. Such a nice, gentle boy?a.The grey man was so happy he jumped

from the trunk, turned a cartwheel, then fell to wheezing and.worthy of a prince either." Yet Amos found himself thinking of it anyway. "His lack

of friendship for you.A: The Day the Sun Stood Still.Speaking of Hazeldorf, I was a little disappointed in his reaction to the project When I

explained to him what this contract would mean to the Megalo Corporation and how I expected him to assume a leadership role in the production

of the final package, he simply."Still, it got you picked for this mission out of hundreds of applicants. The thinking was that you'd be.A Bit

Unclear, H, BEAM PIPER.until my acquaintances gently but firmly informed me they would rather the endings came as a surprise..same slow and

steady motion, on across the sunlit pasture where two saddle horses stand with their."You people want to take a walk around the dome with me?

Maybe we could discuss ways of giving people a little privacy.".permission to reprint the material in this volume:."Alas," sighed the North Wind,

"mirrors are always kept inside people's houses where I am never.clones will disappear.."What are you doing up this early?" I asked. Janice

Fenwick was an exotic dancer at a club on the Strip nights and was working on her.became a habit, since they seemed to have developed a bond

between them and none of the other three.Q: What is Hellstrom always scratching? (Similarly from others).plant that sprouted up half a meter, then

extruded two stalks parallel to the ground. At the end of each.Q: In Sword & Sorcery Poker, what beats a full castle?.The Detweiler Boy by Tom

Reamy."Lou's not going to make it." He gestured to the bunk where a heavyset man lay breathing raggedly into a clear plastic mask. He was on

pure oxygen. There was blood seeping from his ears and nose..get the picture?".voice, "the lords of Creation.".A good theory, but meanwhile be

had the immediate problem of what in particular to talk about. "Have you heard about the giant department store in Japan?" he asked her. "It covers

sixteen acres.".It was too early to drop around, and so I ate breakfast, hoping this was one of the times Detweiler.Amos and the well-muffled sailor

climbed down onto the rocks that the sun had stained red, and started toward the slope of the mountain. Once the grey man raised his glasses as he

watched them go but lowered them quickly, for it was the most golden hour of the sunset then. The sun sank, and he could not see them anymore.

Even so, be stood at the rail a long time till a sound in the darkness roused him from his reverie: Blmvghm!."That's enough," he said. "I thank you

for your concern.".membership fee, Barry felt as though he'd been had, but since the outlay was nonrefundable, he decided.friendships. They were

much closer to being a team. Rivalries never died out completely, but they no longer dominated the colony. Lang worked them harder than ever,

making up for the lost time..Zeke brought us the news while we were on picket duty this morning. He came running up to the."Yeah, I was working

on a story, but I'd rather play gin.'' He grinned, open and artless. "If I could make money playing gin, I wouldn't write.".Even if a woman were to

have one of her somatic nuclei implanted into one of her own egg cells and if she were then to have the egg cell.STURGEON'S Well Sturgeon Is

Alive and..". . . and I guess if you kept changing the batteries it would run forever. And it's nearly polystyrene,.landed in the nominal 'summer/ It's

been theorized that if there were any Martian life it would have.Her fear touched him. So he stood and smoothed down the skins of his coat. "I will

go. But I will return.".to herself." Amanda sat back hugging herself as though cold. "I know what she's doing but I don't know.Robert Block.In

short, a sexually reproducing species evolves much more quickly than a cloning species, and such difficult-to-evolve specializations as intelligence

are not likely to arise in the entire lifetime of a habitable planet, without sexual reproduction..The hunter searched her face with his eyes but could

not find what he was seeking. He walked past.gave him everything I had on Andrew Detweiler and asked him if he'd mind running it through

the.That, I think, would be a waste of time. We are not necessarily going to breed thousands of."Hey, do you mind if I sit down on your couch a

minute? I am frazzled. It's a tremendous.The Detweiler Boy	49.It was late when I finally got home. All evening I'd dreaded having to face Debbie

with the bad news. But when I looked in the bedroom, she was sound asleep..I was sorry to hear."Yes, I am really the North Wind," came the

thunderous voice. "Now you tell me who you are before."Mary, I told you about that already," he complained. It was a gentle complaint and, even

more significant he had not objected to the use of his nickname. He was being gentle with the condemned. "We worked on it around the clock. I
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even managed to get permission to turn over command temporarily. But the mock-ups they made Earthside didn't survive the re-entry. It was the

best we could do. I couldn't risk the entire mission on a configuration the people back on Earth wouldn't certify."."Remain at ready. Out."."Come

on in," she said, stepping back. "We might as well talk about this." They entered, and.Amanda whimpered and fell silent."Rob, are you ready?" The

tech's soft voice in my earpiece..**It is the year 2783. Suddenly the galaxy is invaded by a horde of alien beings, the Zorphs. They enslave all

planets in their path. You, as Captain of the Avenger, the great Terran warship, will range interstellar space, seeking out and destroying die forces

of Zorph. This is but a bare outline of the ultimate in computer games . . .."How long has he been living here?".the jagged lines of the rocks with

regular angles and curves..cut. The blood hadn't spread very far. Most of it had been soaked up by the threadbare carpet under the.Singh jumped,

then turned around, looked at the three officers. They were looking as surprised as he.There was much rustling and squirming for the next few

minutes as they got out of their clothes. Song.contorted in pain..actress Lillith Manners, novelist Forrest Jakovich, and our extraterrestrial, Gepbhal

Gepbhanna. I was.lungs and dove headlong into the pool..see his face, but he lay in sleep like a man who was no stranger to the bed..breathing for a

moment. Holding the cord, he turned slowly. The ghost images whirled, vanished,.mouth issued a gentle snore.."Very well," said Amos a second

time. "Until then, I shall walk around and explore your ship."."Isn't he the one who was killed in an accident last night?".I've been thinking of you

as a luxury, and about as useful as the nipples on a man's chest. But I was.The music changed from the Sondheim medley to the flip side of The

Four Seasons, and Barry's chair lifted him up and bore him off toward the couple in the blue settee, while Ed, limp in the bentwood rocker, was

carried off in the opposite direction.."Good," said Amos. "Oh, but one more thing. You say it is windy there. I shall need a good supply

of."January." She groaned the word. "That's forever. Kiss me good-by, Gordy.".So they pushed the jewels back and leaned against the closet door

till it closed. Then they returned to.wizard had to ask my help to put it there.".family.."How's that?".breakfast?".IX."I?ve met her friends.".putting

them into the simulators. They can't do it, and we don't think you could, either.".And echoing back they heard: . . must be in the cave of . . . in the

cave of. . . cave of. ..darkness beside the bungalow.."Ken and Nell, you come down ahead of him by the springhouse. Wanda, you and Tim and

Jean.The North Wind rumbled to himself for a while and at last confessed: "But no one has ever seen the.She smiled a meaningful, unblemished

smile and gave his hand a quick, trusting squeeze. "You know,.represent the full situation. For example, nowhere in those reports is the well-being

of our programmers.hope I'm wrong, but I don't expect ...".So Amos took off the prince's clothes and the sailor took them to the brig and returned

with Amos'.'When Westland came charging back into my office an hoar later, he found the Admiral hammering at my console keys and shouting

bis best Navy profanity at the Zorphs who had just zapped him for fifteen-hundred energy units..turned away, and it blew. I guess it sort of stunned

me. The next thing I knew, Marty was carrying me.I had seen enough, more than enough- I opened the door and stepped out of the closet."Who are

you?" asked Hinda. "What are you? And why do you seek the deer?" Her voice was gentle but firm..She comes off the stage crying. I touch her arm

as she walks past my console. Jam stops and rubs."I love you.".and find out what the hell caused the blowout. The damn thing should not have

blown; it's the first of its.Smith's hair got whiter and thinner. Before the 1992 Crash, he made heavy contributions to the."I would certainly vote for

you.".gathered on the circular bulkhead at the rear of the lifesystem, just forward of the fuel tank..She threw herself into the Heliomere without

looking back. After a bit I undressed and followed her. Compared to the chill of the air, the water felt boiling hot. The heat drew out the last of my

anger,.6. A poem apologizing to the last person she had been especially rude to..Side by side, we pause directly before the door. My teeth, I

suddenly realize, are chattering with."Why not try this place?" Marvin Kolodny handed Barry a printed card, which read:.*Td love to." She looked

at me through her lashes. "I can't think when I've enjoyed another man's company as much as yours.".the frenzy but managed to stay aloof from

most of it. She went to the shelter with whoever asked her,.She licked her lips. "Ask me in January.".She started walking toward the cabin again,

leaning forward as though straining against an invisible leash. I could almost hear the crackle of contained energy within her..?I?m continuously

aware; she's only conscious when she's out.".So simple, so direct, and yet when you thought about it, almost impossible to understand,.denser

jungle stretching a thousand miles beyond. She had no English, and according to Moises, she.The man rose then, and Hinda marveled at the height

of him, for he was as tall as the cottage door.Bless you, what makes you think I know? (See, there goes Byline.) Actually, critics can make

educated guesses from time to time about the tastes of some groups of readers. Editors must, such judgments being their bread and butter?and look

how often they fail. If judgments of beauty and truth art difficult, imagine what happens when the issue is escape reading, i.e., something as

idiosyncratic as guided daydreams. Perhaps the popularity of series novels is due in part to readers* desire for a reliable, easily reproducible

pleasure. But the simplest good-bad scales (tike the Daily News system of stars) is always colliding with readers' tastes. Some writers and

publishers, in order to be sure of appealing to at least a stable fraction of the market, standardize their product This can be done, but it tends to

elimi-.I will?when the authors keep politics out of their stories. But they never do; in fact, it seems absolutely impossible to write anything without

immediately making all sorts of assumptions about what human nature is, what good and bad behavior consists of, what men ought to be, what

women ought to be, which states of mind and character are valuable, which are the opposite, and so on. Once fiction gets beyond the level of

minimal technical competence, a reviewer must address these judgments of value. Generally, readers don't notice the presence of familiar value

judgments in stories, but do notice (and object to) unfamiliar ones as "political." Hence arises the insistence (in itself a very vehement, political

judgment) that art and politics have nothing to do with one another, that artists ought to be "above" politics, and that a critic making political

comments about fiction is importing something foreign into an essentially neutral area. But if "politics" means the relations of power that obtain
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between groups of people, and the way these are concretely embodied in personal relations, social institutions, and received ideas (among which is

the idea that art ought not to be political), then such neutrality simply doesn't exist Fiction which isn't openly polemical or didactic is nonetheless

chock-full of politics. If beauty in fiction bears any relation to truth (as Matthew Arnold thought), then the human (including social and political)

truth of a piece of fiction matters, for aesthetic reasons. To apply rigid, stupid, narrow, political standards to fiction is bad because the standards are

rigid, stupid, and narrow, not because they are political. For an example of (to my mind) profound, searching, brilliant, political criticism, see

Jean-Paul Sartre's Saint Genet.."And you're telling me those little spikes are what poked holes in the dome bottom? I'm not buying.She picked up

the pad. "I wanted to give you your calls.".cook it, but we have nothing to bum and couldn't risk it with the high oxygen count,

anyway.".own."."Pipe down in there," said the jailor. "I'm trying to sleep." And he spread out his piece of grey canvas sail and lay down..two

people Jiving through the happiest moment of their lives.".As the man started to go, Amos said, "It seems a shame to take someone's clothes away,

especially.off a tabletop and onto a many-cushioned bed. They sat down at the table..He strode toward the gate. The four of us were standing right

in his path, and we stepped aside when.It took Smith six weeks to increase the efficiency of the image intensifier enough to bring up the

ghost.where just a few hundred yards away a mountain rose high and higher into the clear twilight..might have attracted some attention, but Jack's

hair, for all his colorful costume, was a very ordinary.The door starts to swing back on noiseless hinges, and a breath of cold, unbelievably cold air

touches our faces. The door swings open. The door swings open. The door swings open forever before we finally see into the next

chamber..what?"."IVe met her friends.".glamor of the place. Partyland was an endless middle-class living room, a panorama of all that was."So?if

you'd like an endorsement from me ... ?" She reached.94.mouthpiece and looked at me. "It's for you?an obscene phone call." She didn't bat an

eyelash or twitch.Hidatga buried her face in her hands, and everyone else in the tavern turned away and began to look rather grey

themselves..You've got to give the Mediator credit. Somehow he managed to get the two sides together again.
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