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A CRUSADE ROMANCE FROM THE FRENCH OF MADAME COTTIN WITH AN HISTOR
? ? ? ? ? Far though you dwell, I'll ne'er your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..Now the singer had entered
and the druggist's wife said to him, 'Arise, enter this chest.' So he entered it and she shut the lid on him and opened to her husband, who came in, in
a state of bewilderment, and searched the house, but found none and overlooked the chest. So he said in himself, 'The house [of which the singer
spoke] is one which resembleth my house and the woman is one who resembles my wife,' and returned to his shop; whereupon the singer came
forth of the chest and falling upon the druggist's wife, did his occasion and paid her her due and weighed down the scale for her. (196) Then they
ate and drank and kissed and clipped, and on this wise they abode till the evening, when she gave him money, for that she found his weaving good,
(197) and made him promise to come to her on the morrow..Clemency, Of, i. 120..AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.? ? ?
? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she
shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..? ? ? ? ? Who letteth us or hind'reth our way, I spring
on him, As springeth lynx or panther upon the frighted deer;.Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the
brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and
ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the
bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress
charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of
price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was
bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in
torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids
ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to
meet them with instruments of music..Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I
might see her abiding-place. I followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on
fire. Some days after, she came to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods."
Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her
pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and
returned not to me] till six months had passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit
[on it]..Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the
kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his
household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance
and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old
woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented
the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire,
scattered his ashes abroad in the air..Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress.
When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she
called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..? ? ?
? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.Your
coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he
proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had
befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the
Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey
me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to
travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..The Tenth
Night of the Month..Asleep and Awake, i. 5..? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said, Of life and its continuance no jot indeed
reck I..Then she charged her husband keep watch over the thief, till she should return, and repairing to his wife, acquainted her with his case and
told her that her husband the thief had been taken and had compounded for his release, at the price of seven hundred dirhems, and named to her the
token. So she gave her the money and she took it and returned to her house. By this time, the dawn had broken; so she let the thief go his way, and
when he went out, she said to him, 'O my dear one, when shall I see thee come and take the treasure?' 'O indebted one,' answered he, 'when thou
needest other seven hundred dirhems, wherewithal to amend thy case and that of thy children and to discharge thy debts.' And he went out, hardly
believing in his deliverance from her. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the three men and our Lord Jesus.".Thy
letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..97. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover
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dclxxxviii.When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And
the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he came before him, he acquainted him with the matter
and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had
named [as having maltreated him], and when they came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed and
who had been the means of the young man's deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a
sumptuous dress of honour and invested him with the governance over his city. (43).?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S
WIFE..35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT
AND HIS SON. (94).? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..Therewithal Noureddin's life was
troubled; so he arose and donned his clothes, and his host said, "Whither away this night, O my lord?" Quoth Noureddin, "I mean to go to my
lodging, and to-morrow I will betake myself to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful and demand my slave-girl." "Sleep till the morning,"
said the other, "and go not forth at the like of this hour." But he answered, "Needs must I go;" and the host said to him, "[Go] in the safeguard of
God." So Noureddin went forth, and drunkenness had got the mastery of him, wherefore he threw himself down on [a bench before one of] the
shops. Now the watch were at that hour making their round and they smelt the sweet scent [of essences] and wine that exhaled from him; so they
made for it and found the youth lying on the bench, without sense or motion. They poured water upon him, and he awoke, whereupon they carried
him to the house of the Chief of the Police and he questioned him of his affair. "O my lord," answered Noureddin, "I am a stranger in this town and
have been with one of my friends. So I came forth from his house and drunkenness overcame me.".When the dead man found himself alone, he
sprang up, as he were a Satan, and donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be
took his shroud under his arm and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the
washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and
saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt never again look upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after
travail and trouble, and if he speak, they will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,'
answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..Now
the king, who had plundered Abou Sabir['s goods] and driven him forth of his village, had an enemy; and the latter took horse against him and
overcame him and captured his [capital] city; wherefore he addressed himself to flight and came to Abou Sabir's city, craving protection of him and
seeking that he should succour him. He knew not that the king of the city was the headman whom he had despoiled; so he presented himself before
him and made complaint to him; but Abou Sabir knew him and said to him, 'This is somewhat of the issue of patience. God the Most High hath
given me power over thee.' Then he bade his guards plunder the [unjust] king and his attendants; so they plundered them and stripping them of their
clothes, put them forth of his country. When Abou Sabir's troops saw this, they marvelled and said, 'What is this deed that the king doth? There
cometh a king to him, craving protection, and he despoileth him! This is not of the fashion of kings.' But they dared not [be]speak [him] of this..So
El Merouzi went away and the other turned to his wife and said to her, 'We have gotten us great plenty of money, and yonder dog would fain take
the half of it; but this shall never be, for that my mind hath been changed against him, since I heard him solicit thee; wherefore I purpose to play
him a trick and enjoy all the money; and do not thou cross me.' ' It is well,' answered she, and he said to her, '[To-morrow] at day-peep I will feign
myself dead and do thou cry out and tear thy hair, whereupon the folk will flock to me. Then lay me out and bury me, and when the folk are gone
away [from the burial-place], do thou dig down to me and take me; and have no fear for me, for I can abide two days in the tomb [without hurt].'
And she answered, 'Do what thou wilt.'.Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood,
cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with
blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed
up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he
who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son
Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the
infant.The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to
me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed
myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and
errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of
Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight
and bidding her treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price,
the like whereof nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh.
Then she passed the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her,
'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.By Allah, but that I trusted
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that I should meet you again, ii. 266..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and
sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman],
as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was
followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great
inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look
round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her
and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and
returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been
on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou
cross me;' and went away..Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers
flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.Woman, The Thief and the, i. 278..Then she arose and going in to the king, found him with his
head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him, 'Indeed, O my son,
thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not what aileth thee.' 'O
my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done thus and thus.' Then
he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.' Quoth he, 'I was but
considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my son, beware of haste,
for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou wilt.' 'O my mother,'
rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.Now the Persian had a
mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before him, professing love to him
and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my master entereth [the
harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and
the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the
mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell
over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him,
whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a
tree that was in the house. (203).?OF LOOKING TO THE ISSUES OF AFFAIRS..When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar
possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he gave him the
ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A man who
giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took
counsel together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into
perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the
better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee
with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no
heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou
hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so
he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may
desist from him.".When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in
my youth I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of
any other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and
his wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him,
but rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a
score bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the
bricks, so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of
poverty.'.On this wise I abode a while of time, every day shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I
sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all
made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and
winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant,
coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the
others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back,
went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a
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dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they
had brought me thither on account of the bones..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed
his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art
the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a
corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell down to
her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I have been
withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and
forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee
together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with
thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.?STORY OF THE MAN OF KHORASSAN, HIS SON AND HIS
GOVERNOR..Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.86. The Three Unfortunate
Lovers dclxxii.? ? ? ? ? "Be thou not hard of heart," quoth I. Had ye but deigned To visit me in dreams, I had been satisfied..Then I bought of the
best and finest of the produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the
deserts from country to country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted
him with all that had passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write
my story in letters of gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last
of that which befell me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.How long will ye
admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.Meanwhile, the Lady
Zubeideh, the wife of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came,
weeping-eyed and mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.Prisoner and
how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly]
presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to
assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty
drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and
marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom
he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he
sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..? ? ? ? ? My
favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What
is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and
because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of
all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if
my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in
the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may
accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let
cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O
youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas
kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two
caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to
endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have accepted thy present."
So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three, i.
53..Favourite and her Lover, The, iii. 165..Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him
and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and
the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat
up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see
him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms are changed and his favour faded; and indeed the
Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month and then bring him to do his service to the
Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my lord," answered
she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place of thine
enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have wronged
him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the
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mastery over the rebel and the froward!".? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..48.
Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99)
with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of
Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were
thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves.
Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the
folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the
son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him,
saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they
took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.So they wrapped him
in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth
over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when
the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the
sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest
he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my
house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.After three days, the old woman
came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and
carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou
must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we
foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will
have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and
obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and
she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will
come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long
while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of
waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and
was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street;
and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the
case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to
save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a
second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a
shift for her deliverance.'.105. Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dcccxxxi.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O
Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.It chanced one day that they sallied forth to
stop the way and fell in upon a caravan in the night; but the people of the caravan were on their guard; so they joined battle with the robbers and
overcame them and slew them and the boy fell wounded and abode cast down in that place till the morrow, when he opened his eyes and finding
his comrades slain, lifted himself up and rose to walk in the way. Presently, there met him a man, a treasure-seeker, and said to him, 'Whither goest
thou, O youth?' So he told him what had betided him and the other said, 'Be of good heart, for that [the season of] thy fair fortune is come and God
bringeth thee joy and solace. I am one who am in quest of a hidden treasure, wherein is vast wealth. So come with me, that thou mayst help me, and
I will give thee wealth, wherewith thou shalt provide thyself thy life long.' Then he carried the youth to his dwelling and dressed his wound, and he
abode with him some days, till he was rested; when he took him and two beasts and all that he needed, and they fared on till they came to a
precipitous mountain..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other
half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company
only with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every
night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him
to his house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto
him neither invited him..? ? ? ? ? A good it is to have one's loved ones ever near,.? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the
camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs
and simples and wrought himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man
donned a physician's habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain.
Their affairs prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a home..So,
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when they entered with the folk and had prostrated themselves before the king and given him joy and he had raised their rank, [they sat down].
Now it was the custom of the folk to salute and go forth, so, when they sat down, the king knew that they had a word that they would fain say. So
he turned to them and said, "Ask your need." And the viziers also were present. Accordingly, they bespoke him with all that these latter had taught
them and the viziers also spoke with them; and Azadbekht said to them, "O folk, I know that this your speech, there is no doubt of it, proceedeth
from love and loyal counsel to me, and ye know that, were I minded to slay half these folk, I could avail to put them to death and this would not be
difficult to me; so how shall I not slay this youth and he in my power and under the grip of my hand? Indeed, his crime is manifest and he hath
incurred pain of death and I have only deferred his slaughter by reason of the greatness of the offence; for, if I do this with him and my proof
against him be strengthened, my heart is healed and the heart of the folk; and if I slay him not to-day, his slaughter shall not escape me
to-morrow.".So she arose and tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon him, saying, "O king,
falleth my shame not upon thee and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy over their women should
be thus [laggard]. Thou art heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or
slay me, if thy soul will not consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have no pleasure in his
continuance [on life] and needs must I slay him this day. So return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".When he felt the water, he struck out, and
gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day,
when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with
him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the
husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and
intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and
he is presently my friend.'.Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been stoned,
and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast to God
(to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes and coin
from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman was his
mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the doors to
him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of punishment."
And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I am he who
avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil with her, no,
nor knew her in any wise before then.'.So they all arose and repaired to El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she
rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca?
Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her
and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed
their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst
Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a
thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).?
? ? ? ? To whom shall I complain of what is in my soul, Now thou art gone and I my pillow must forswear?.131. The Queen of the Serpents
cccclxxxii.Then said she, "O king, comest thou to a [watering-]place whereat thy dog hath drunken and wilt thou drink thereof?" The king was
abashed at her and at her words and went out from her, but forgot his sandal in the house..? ? ? ? ? How many a lover, who aspires to union with his
love, For all his hopes seem near, is baulked of that whereon he's bent!.Then he went on and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said
to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth
the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,'
quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he
put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that
of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for
herself.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i.
104..68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.99. The Three Unfortunate Lovers ccccix.? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art
slain, that we should fear," Quoth they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and lithe of
point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their
case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second
of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons
deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in
his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august
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king, that.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour xxxix.The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which
adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth
he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned
not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get
possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided
him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose
husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on
kettle-drums amain..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King
Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his
daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the
viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they
bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and
setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and
when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near
the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house,
where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..Then the two kings entered the bath,
and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came up to them and stood before
them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought forward Shehrzad and displayed
her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present, men and women, were confounded,
for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.To return to El Abbas, when he alighted from his charger, he put off his harness of war
and rested awhile; after which he brought out a shirt of Venetian silk and a gown of green damask and donning them, covered himself with a turban
of Damietta stuff and girt his middle with a handkerchief. Then he went out a-walking in the thoroughfares of Baghdad and fared on till he came to
the bazaar of the merchants. There he found a merchant, with chess before him; so he stood watching him and presently the other looked up at him
and said to him, "O youth, what wilt thou stake upon the game?" And he answered, "Be it thine to decide." "Then be it a hundred dinars," said the
merchant, and El Abbas consented to him, whereupon quoth he, "O youth, produce the money, so the game may be fairly stablished." So El Abbas
brought out a satin purse, wherein were a thousand dinars, and laid down an hundred dinars therefrom on the edge of the carpet, whilst the
merchant did the like, and indeed his reason fled for joy, whenas he saw the gold in El Abbas his possession..124. The Saint to whom God gave a
Cloud to serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners'
torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a
doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her
maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh,
"this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the
coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of
the night was past..Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she
would butt with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the
Persian started up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O
accursed one, doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the
night..41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud cccvii.Here they halted and took up their lodging with the old man, who questioned the husband of his case and
that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose
prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son
is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me
to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow
they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his brother..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had
been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a
dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the
prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene, who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no
power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there
any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart, when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison,
saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no
disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a dress and a dinar. So the young man went out,
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bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year and indeed his condition was changed and his
favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and cast him into another calamity..When El Muradi
heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the
Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi
answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up
with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A
thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him,
and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk
were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..Presently, as they stood by the mouth of
the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till
they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he
went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes
and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the
pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and
indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters
marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing
him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the
stopping of the way..Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how
he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they
would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast
the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these
[wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this
villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with
them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell
them was on this wise..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by
the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if
he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created
mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low,
but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to
shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and
drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the
sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is
under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..? ? ? ? ? Up, to our
comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty fere
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