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STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..So he sat down at the sharper's head, and said

to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a

fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands and feet, thinking to make him move;

but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of

the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he addressed himself to prepare him [for

burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and

heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered;

but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her and crave her

prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for him that he

might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men were brought

in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave pardon for him

and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and folly (7)

prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and unrighteously; and

this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.As stated In the Prefatory

Note to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night," four printed Editions (of which three are more or less complete) exist of the Arabic text

of the original work, namely those of Calcutta (1839-42), Boulac (Cairo), Breslau (Tunis) and Calcutta (1814-18). The first two are, for purposes of

tabulation, practically identical, one whole story only, (222) of those that occur in the Calcutta (1839-42) Edition, (which is the most complete of

all,) being omitted from that of Boulac; and I have, therefore, given but one Table of Contents for these two Editions. The Breslau Edition, though

differing widely from those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac in contents, resembles them in containing the full number (a thousand and one) of

Nights, whilst that of Calcutta (1814-18) is but a fragment, comprising only the first two hundred Nights and the Voyages of Sindbad, as a separate

Tale..? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of ultramarine..28. Hatim Tai; his Generosity after Death

dxxxi.70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman dclvi.The Eighteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all

prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..All those who were present marvelled at

this story with the utmost marvel, and the twelfth officer came forward and said, 'I will tell you a pleasant trait that I had from a certain man,

concerning an adventure that befell him with one of the thieves. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl

dlxxxvi.Akil rejoiced in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of his enemy and all in his camp rejoiced also and cast dresses of honour upon

Aamir. Moreover, Akil bade go forth to meet El Abbas, and commanded that none, great or small, freeman or slave, should tarry behind. So they

did his bidding and going forth all, met El Abbas at three parasangs' distance from the camp. When they met him, they all dismounted from their

horses and Akil and he embraced and clapped hands. (95) Then they returned, rejoicing in the coming of El Abbas and the slaughter of their enemy,

to the camp, where tents were pitched for the new-comers and carpets spread and game killed and beasts slaughtered and royal guest-meals spread;

and on this wise they abode twenty days, in the enjoyment of all delight and solace of life..49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper

cccxlv.The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night,

unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to

their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle,

and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would

have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children

and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their

mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the

midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over

against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place

where they were..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to

him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"'

Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch

and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and

every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon

him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man, i. 301..40. Jaafer ben Yehya and

Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard Upon her face produce, they never would assign.

(194).The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do?
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This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away and slay

him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof,

more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which

he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his

clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and besought

protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my

lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the

Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris

and there slay him and cast him into the river..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..The Tenth Night of the

Month..Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O

damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the

Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to

him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou,"

replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my

chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art

Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at

what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then

the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the

Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his

case..[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who

cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these

two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a

cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching

heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she

saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise

up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.Husband, The

Credulous, i. 270..Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..[When] Hudheifeh [saw him], he cried out to him, saying,

"Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander of the host of King Ins, and but that

thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither art counted equal to me in prowess

and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth but a little of thy life." When

Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was wroth and called out to him,

saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and Hudheifeh met him and

they wheeled about a long while..? ? ? ? ? A sun [is my love;] but his heat in mine entrails still rageth, concealed; A moon, in the hearts of the folk

he riseth, and not in the sky..The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only

other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of

this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and

correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by

the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..So they made ready his affair and the king conferred on him a

dress of honour, and he took with him a present and a letter under the king's hand and setting out, fared on till he came to the [capital] city of

Turkestan. When the king of the Turks knew of his coming, he despatched his officers to receive him and entreated him with honour and lodged

him as befitted his rank. Then he entertained him three days, after which he summoned him to his presence and Abou Temam went in to him and

prostrating himself before him, as beseemeth unto kings, laid the present before him and gave him the letter..So he was concerned with an

exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee chagrined?" And he

answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those who are compelled

thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath given thee and be

bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for indeed it is said

that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".Then came up El Abbas to the door

of the tent, and therein were four-and-twenty golden doves; so he took them, after he had beaten them down with the end of his lance. Then he

called out, saying, "Harkye, Zuheir! Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast quelled El Akil's repute, but thou art minded to quell that of those who

sojourn round about him? Knowest thou not that he is of the lieutenants of Kundeh ben [Hisham of the Benou] Sheiban, a man renowned for
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prowess? Indeed, covetise of him hath entered into thee and jealousy of him hath gotten possession of thee. Doth it not suffice thee that thou hast

orphaned his children (94) and slain his men? By the virtue of the Chosen Prophet, I will make thee drink the cup of death!" So saying, he drew his

sword and smiting Zuheir on his shoulder, caused the steel issue, gleaming, from the tendons of his throat. Then he smote the vizier and clove his

head in sunder..? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace, Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people

deny?.As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I

to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O

my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience

with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my

speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to

recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the

world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all

that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night,

Shehrzad said, "O king, there is present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned

and an admonishment to whoso will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king and

lower my rank in his esteem; yet I hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their cunning

may not be set out nor their wiles known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they watch

over them with all vigilance, but enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this. Indeed, they

are like unto the crooked rib, which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress, thou breakest it;

wherefore it behoveth the man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's

purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion that presented

itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it was [soft]

as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the

vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon

in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen

thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said

to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at

her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was

it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS

WIFE.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O king,.There

was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy,

in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk

of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he

had helpers (253) who were content with him..Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk

and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these

are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and shaking the sandals from his

sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house of easance, where he entered

and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water

on his hands and he made the ablution..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her

moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine, dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I

slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst

thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied,

"I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful

[Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance. (166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and

go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the

kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than

thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky

insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God

curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with that matter..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Behold, my loved ones

all are ta'en from me away..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still to

hear?.When the king heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to
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his house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon him to his presence.].Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii.

61..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught,

till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should

come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most

High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and

necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The

Jewish Physician's Story cxxix.So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,]

and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland

or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected

of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and

emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating

myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..? ? ? ? ? Love's slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when

they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous

(236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than

tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to

take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king

sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou

overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy

circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth

(241) it and peopleth it not.'.Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when

he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with

contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone

and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.'

So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money

they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the

four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..Then she went away, and when the

girl's master came, she sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's

door. The damsel entered with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that

were no idol's chambers. Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and

strove with her hands and feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her

and she refused meat and drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would

not approach her, save with her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to him..Then said

Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted] by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee

with my money and looked for fidelity from thee, wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries.

Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done

thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the

littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of

foul should proceed from me and kept watch over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth

endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him

not and he succumbed to the badness of his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him

by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..Looking to the Issues of Affairs, Of, i.

80..Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.When the merchants saw him, they

accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having with her a boy,

bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at this boy and

have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward be with

God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught wherewithal to

buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest me with thy fair

speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the folk assembled

to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him the keys of the

shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did the merchant her
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husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning

my sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain

man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the

thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going,

behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on

him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye

ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..34. The City of Irem

dxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..Then he wept

again and El Abbas said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the

land and my good breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou

hast united praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I

purpose but to seek diversion (64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of

attendants and [what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will

have none go forth with me save my servant Aamir and no more.".? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring

in his sleep, till the day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the

hour of] the morning- prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in

an apartment the walls whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers,

with curtains of gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets

spread and lamps burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants.

When he saw this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And

he shut his eyes and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".When the

king saw this, he cried out and his wife wept in the ship and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian bade the sailors lay hands on her. So

they seized her and it was but a little while ere the night darkened and the ship disappeared from the king's eyes; whereupon he swooned away for

excess of weeping and lamentation and passed his night bewailing his wife and children..Then she changed the measure and the mode [and played]

so that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!' Then

she returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is

the Almighty's will; we most submit..11. The Voyages of Sindbad the Sailor ccxliv.16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud

cccxli.35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the

knife, offered to cut off his hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood

and we be rid of him." But Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your

dealings with] this youth, for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition,

(25) and except ye desist from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the

youth is guiltless of crime or offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and

commit him to me and I will warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he

took him from their hands and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and

if they lay hold of thee a third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26)

and answered prayer." (27).The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid

eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the

biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she

willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to

her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to

her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer

arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I,"

and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I

will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".When the king heard this, his wrath

subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of

the Uselessness of, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive

air..The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep

not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of

horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me
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was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they

passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death

and could but groan feebly..When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to

Aboulhusn, who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.He

found it every way complete and saw therein ten great trays, full of all fruits and cakes and all manner sweetmeats. So he sat down and ate thereof

after the measure of his sufficiency, and finding there three troops of singing-girls, was amazed and made the girls eat. Then he sat and the singers

also seated themselves, whilst the black slaves and the white slaves and the eunuchs and pages and boys stood, and the slave-girls, some of them,

sat and some stood. The damsels sang and warbled all manner melodies and the place answered them for the sweetness of the songs, whilst the

pipes cried out and the lutes made accord with them, till it seemed to Aboulhusn that he was in Paradise and his heart was cheered and his breast

dilated. So he sported and joyance waxed on him and he bestowed dresses of honour on the damsels and gave and bestowed, challenging this one

and kissing that and toying with a third, plying one with wine and another with meat, till the night fell down..The company marvelled at this story

with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..115. The

Angel of Death and the King of the Children of Israel cccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.Then there reigned after them an understanding

king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found

[in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So

he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it,

till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and

moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad

and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history

of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.Hardly had we settled ourselves in the

place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed

by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back,

disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered,

without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the

Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife

dlxxviii.When the boy grew up, his father feared for him from poverty and change of case, so he said to him, 'Dear my son, know that in my youth

I wronged my brothers in the matter of our father's good, and I see thee in weal; but, if thou [come to] need, ask not of one of them nor of any

other, for I have laid up for thee in yonder chamber a treasure; but do not thou open it until thou come to lack thy day's food.' Then he died, and his

wealth, which was a great matter, fell to his son. The young man had not patience to wait till he had made an end of that which was with him, but

rose and opened the chamber, and behold, it was [empty and its walls were] whitened, and in its midst was a rope hanging down and half a score

bricks, one upon another, and a scroll, wherein was written, 'Needs must death betide; so hang thyself and beg not of any, but kick away the bricks,

so there may be no escape (225) for thee, and thou shall be at rest from the exultation of enemies and enviers and the bitterness of poverty.'.Now,

when the draper saw the turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him

of the dowry and what not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to

the draper's house. The wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou

wouldst have fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion

of her and went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose

his life for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my

son's. Now have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou

wilt be obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".The Fifth Day.Then the Khalif went

forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the people and

the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and the most

prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to as of

their story.".? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget

him my dear!".? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..Would

God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the desire of the

Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So she took the

lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.Look at the moss-rose, on its branches seen, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ?

Abasement, misery and heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i

291..When the king heard this, drowsiness overcame him and he slept and presently awaking, called for the candles. So they were lighted and he
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sat down on his couch and seating Shehrzad by him, smiled in her face. She kissed the earth before him and said, "O king of the age and lord of the

time and the day, extolled be the perfection of [God] the Forgiving One, the Bountiful Giver, who hath sent me unto thee, of His favour and

beneficence, so I have informed thee with longing after Paradise; for that this which thou wast used to do was never done of any of the kings before

thee. As for women, God the Most High [in His Holy Book] maketh mention of them, [whenas He saith, 'Verily, men who submit [themselves unto

God] and women who submit] and true-believing men and true-believing women and obedient men and obedient women and soothfast men and

soothfast women [and long-suffering men and long-suffering women and men who order themselves humbly and women who order themselves

humbly and charitable men and charitable women and men who fast and women who fast] and men who guard their privities and women who

guard their privities [and men who are constantly mindful of God and women who are constantly mindful, God hath prepared unto them

forgiveness and a mighty recompense]. (172).25. The City of Brass cccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And

trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el

Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.As he and his father were thus engaged in talk, in came his mother and caught hold of him; and he said to her,

"God on thee, let me go my gait and strive not to turn me from my purpose, for that needs must I go." "O my son," answered she, "if it must be so

and there is no help for it, swear to me that them wilt not be absent from me more than a year." And he swore to her. Then he entered his father's

treasuries and took therefrom what he would of jewels and jacinths and everything heavy of worth and light of carriage. Moreover, he bade his

servant Aamir saddle him two horses and the like for himself, and whenas the night darkened behind him, (65) he rose from his couch and

mounting his horse, set out for Baghdad, he and Aamir, whilst the latter knew not whither he intended..18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.?

? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud I'm dight.
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