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He rounds the end of another work aisle and finds an employee sitting on the floor, wedged into the."He's a broad-spectrum,

three-hundred-sixty-degree, inside-out, all-the-way-around, perfect, true, and.He begins to doubt the instinct that pressed him backward out of the

hallway. Then he realizes that the."I don't know," Bernard said dubiously. "There are a lot more people down on the planet, and it' a their whole

way of life at stake. Maybe they wouldn't. Who knows exactly how the Chironians think when all the chips are down? Maybe they expect people to

be able to figure the rest out for themselves."."Your last chance to reconsider," Sterm said, looking back out from the screen..never seen their faces

clearly..He remembered lay's mentioning a physicist from the labs in the Princeton module who said that human societies were the latest phase in

the same process of evolution that had begun billions of years ago when the universe started to condense out of radiation. Evolution was a business

of survival. Which would survive at all in the long run, he wondered the puppets who thought what they were told to think and killed each other

over things they needn't have cared about, or the Corporal Swyleys who stayed out of it and weren't interested as long as they were left alone?.ONE

DOOR AWAY FROM HEAVEN A Bantam BookDecember 2001.He decided to go up to Rockefeller's to see if any of his platoon were still

around. On the way his pace slowed abruptly. Some time before, he had stumbled into a very personal and satisfying way of feeling that he was

getting even with the system in a way that he didn't fully understand. Nobody else knew about it--not even Hanlon, but that didn't make any

difference. He hadn't seen her for a while now, and he was in just the right mood..LOOKING MORE LIKE herself in the skirt and sweater that

Jean had given her, Celia sat at the dining table in the Fallowses' living room, clasping a cup of strong, black coffee in both hands. She was pale

and drawn, and had said little since her arrival with Colman forty minutes earlier at the rear entrance downstairs. The maglev into Franklin was not

running and the Cordova Village terminal was closed down, but the tunnel system beneath the complex had provided an inconspicuous means of

approach; Colman hadn't wanted to draw any undue attention by landing an Army personnel carrier on the lawn..As Aunt Gen sprinkled Parmesan

cheese over a bowl of cold pasta salad, she served up a smile that."I don't cheat." Gen's sly look was worthy of a Mafia accountant testifying before

a congressional."You're not crazy," Jay said. "So what made you join?" "It was a group, just like I've been saying--something to belong to. I'd

always been on my own, and I went around causing trouble just to get noticed. People are like that. It doesn't matter what you do, whether it's good

or bad, as long as you do something that makes people notice that you're there. Nothing's worse than not making any difference to anything."

Colman shrugged. "I beat up a guy who asked for it but happened to have a rich dad, and they offered me the Army instead of locking me up

because they figured it was just as bad. I jumped at it.".to kill him a tasty mouse.".wake, but at times ranges to the left and right of her.."Very,'

Bernard agreed. He didn't really have a clue. "These are the guys I was telling you about," lay said. "The ones who are with the group that's going

to the mountains."."It's a thought," Colman replied vaguely. The same idea had crossed his mind while the painter was talking. It was a sobering

one..empty hand and lift a named number of cards off a deck eight times out of ten. Swyley had been his guinea pig, for he had discovered that if

Swyley couldn't spot a false move, nobody could, and in the years since, he had perfected his technique to the degree that Swyley now owed him

$1,343,859.20, including interest..saturated with toxins.."A real pro burglar Terry exclaimed. "You son-of-a-gun." Hanlon said

admiringly.."Sometimes names are destiny. Look at you. Two pretty names, and you're as gorgeous as a.maze of work aisles along which a

stooping-crouching-scuttling boy might be able to escape..The section assigned to the Columbia District split up into small groups that came out of

the Ring transit tube at different places inside the module and at staggered times. Colman, Hanlon, and Driscoll got off with Lechat, who was

dressed to obscure his appearance since he was presumably still high on Sterm's wanted list. They rendezvoused with Carson and three others a few

minutes later, then they headed via a roundabout route for the Fran?oise restaurant, which was situated on a public level immediately below the

Government Center complex.."Why would he kill a helpless child?" Geneva asked.."Well what do you know--I'm on the loose tonight," Paula said,

giving Hanlon a cosy look..Bernard stood up. "Sure... don't let me keep you if you have things to do. Thanks for letting me have the cutter back."

He turned his head toward the dining area and called in a louder voice, "Hey, you people wanna say good-bye to Jerry? He's leaving." Pernak and

lay waited by the door for lean and Marie to appear..She placed the first-aid kit on the bed, beside her mother's digital camera..A melodic voice

arises from the radio, recounting the story of a lonesome cowpoke and his girlfriend in.a thin filament of humor, the irony that is the mother-of-all

in human relationships. "Jonathan cultivates an."Forget it.".On the bed, so still that the chenille spread was undisturbed, Laura remained cataleptic,

curled in the.telltale sounds that only born hunters can perceive and properly interpret..managed to remain upright, lurching all the way to the door,

where she clutched at the knob for support.."Seriously?" Leilani's eyes widened. Her hand paused with a forkful of pasta halfway between plate

and.As in Leilani's own closet, a tubular-steel pole, approximately two inches in diameter, spanned the.matter of principle. Born to wealth and

blessed with great beauty, she would skate through life with a."Maybe I was stupid because I wanted to be stupid.".On his right, a meadow bank

grows, then looms, as the two-lane blacktop descends, while on his left,.Micky reached for her aunt's hand. "I loved him, too, Aunt Gen.".ward

against their will she's a danger to herself and others."."Half an hour." She smiled a promise and winked. Just before the picture blanked out,

Colman caught a brief close-up glimpse of her shoulder-length auburn hair and finely formed features as she leaned toward the screen to cut the

connection.."I don't think it ever did. What I was afraid of was in my own head. None of it was out there." She took in the sight of her husband-his

arms tanned and strong against the white of the casual shirt that he was wearing, his face younger, more at ease, but more self-assured than she
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could remember seeing for a long time-propped loosely but confidently against the frame of the door, and she smiled. "Kalens may have to hide

himself away in a shell," she said. "I don't need mine anymore.".coming in."."On what I'm doing." The Chironian looked apologetic. "I could talk

to him about the marine biology on the east coast of Artemia, putting roofs on houses, or Fermat's theorems of number theory," he offered. "Do you

think he might be interested in anything like that?".MRS. GRAYFORD, THE plump, extravagantly dressed wife of Vice-Admiral Crawford,

Slessor's second-in-command of the Mayflower H's crew, closed the box containing her new set of Chironian silver cutlery and added it to the pile

of boxes on the table by her chair. Among other things the jumble included some exquisite jewelry, an inlaid chest of miniature, satin-lined drawers

to accommodate them, a set of matching animal sculptures in something not unlike onyx, and a Chironian fur stole. "Where we'll end up living, I've

no idea, but I'm sure these will enhance the surroundings wherever it is. Don't you think the silver is delightful? I'd never have thought that such

unusual, modern styling could have such a feel of antique quality, would you? I must return to that place the next time I go down to Franklin. Some

of the tableware there went with it perfectly.".could travel through the air when it flung itself out of a tight coil. She thought maybe she'd read that

it."I've seen your mother go through a lot of men over the years. She's always been so ... restless. I knew."We get them," Nanook agreed. "But not a

lot. People usually get to learn very early on what's acceptable and what isn't. They've all got eyes, ears, and brains.".ornate hand-tooled designs

that, to the boy's questioning fingertips, speak of parades, horse shows, and.establishment, but we still say no to barefoot bozos and all four-legged

kind, regardless of how cute they.Leilani glanced toward Geneva's place to determine whether this performance had been well received,."I suppose

not," Kath said. She lay silent for a while and then went on in a more distant voice, "But it's still not really the same. I mean, it must be wonderful

to have actually been born there ...  to know that you were directly descended through all those generations, right back to when it all began."."Go

away," Chang told it. "We're just looking today." The cart shut up, turned itself around, and returned dejectedly to the line to await another

victim..Propped upon stacked pillows, old Sinsemilla lay faceup, eyes closed, as motionless as the snake.."Have you ever seen a really good dog

act, Ms. Tavenall?"."Great idea," Colman said and stood up. Anita let her hand slide down his arm to retain a light grip on his little finger. The

others drank up, rose one by one, nodded good night to Sam the proprietor, and began moving toward the door in a loose gaggle..Perhaps

signifying the beginning of a shift in the obsessions of the resident, a single poster of Britney.own way, she loves you very much." Aunt Gen was

childless, not by choice. The love she'd never been."WE'LL TAKE CARE of that." Colman turned his head and called in a louder voice, "Stanislau,

Young-come over here and give me a hand with this crate." Rifles slung across theft backs, Stanislau and Young stepped away from the squad

standing on the sidewalk and helped Colman to heave the crate into the truck waiting to leave for the border checkpoint, while the Chironian who

had been struggling to lift it with his teenage son watched. As they pushed the crate back into the truck, it dislodged the tarpaulin covering an open

box to reveal a high-power rifle lying among the domestic oddments. The Chironian saw it and lifted his head to look at Colman curiously. Colman

threw the tarp back over the box and tuned away..As Chaurez finished speaking, an indicator announced an incoming cal' from the Government

Center. He accepted and found himself looking at an Army captain with a large moustache. "Forward Security Command Post," Chaurez

acknowledged..this place must be akin to the thrill of being on an attraction-packed midway..checkbook..Sinsemilla sat in bed, atop the toad-green

polyester spread, reclining regally against a pile of pillows. She.Colman looked around and nodded in the direction of the coffee shop next to the

Bowery. "Let's not stand around here all night," he said. "Come on inside. Could you use a coffee?"."I knew you were suicidal.".Maybe something

hideous does lurk in there. Perhaps awaiting Curtis is a discovery far more disgusting.becoming too much like a dog, wild and given to rash

action..The possibility that neither of them noticed the money is slim. By I heir disinterest in the five dollars, they.Colman had reached the place

where a raised catwalk joined the gallery from a door leading through a bulkhead into one of the booster-pump compartments, where tritium bred

in the stem bypass reactors was concentrated to enrich the main-drive fusion plasma before it was hurled away into space. With little more than the

sound of sustained, distant thunder penetrating through to the inside of. his helmet, it was difficult to imagine the scale of the gargantuan power

being unleashed on the far side of the reaction dish not all that far from where he was standing. But he could feel rather than hear the insistent,

pounding roar, through the soles of his boots on the steel mesh flooring and through the palm of his gauntlet as he rested it on the guardrail

overlooking the machinery bay below the catwalk. As always, something stirred deep inside him as the nerves of his body reached out and sensed

the energy surging around him--raw, wild, savage energy that was being checked, tamed, and made obedient to the touch of a fingertip upon a

button. He gazed along the lines of super conducting bus bars with core maintained within mere tens of degrees from absolute zero just feet from

hundred million-degree plasmas, at the accelerator casing above his head, where pieces of atoms flashed at almost the speed of light along paths

controlled to within millionths of an inch, at the bundles of data cables. marching away to carry details of everything that happened from

microsecond to microsecond to the ever-alert control computers, and had to remind himself that it had all been constructed by men. For it seemed

at times as if this were a world conceived and created by machines, for machines--a realm in which Man-had no place and no longer

belonged..Ignoring her, the girl plucked a roll of plastic wrap from a counter and began to cover the serving bowls,."How else could it be?" Adam

said when Colman asked him about it. "Sure they had to learn how to use a gun. You know what kids are like. The machines couldn't be

everywhere all the time. Ask my mother about it, no1 me.".triumph. They have no hope who have no belief in the intelligent design of all things,

but those who see.say to make him leave. "Where's your folks, son?" the man asks..Gazing at Micky with a solemnity that she hadn't exhibited

before, the girl at last said, "I better.".the mothering. Only the normality mattered. The peace. Here, now, Leilani was overcome with a pleasant.As
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he replaced the communicator, a subdued murmuring ran around the squad behind, punctuated by one or two almost inaudible whistles. He turned

to find that the object of their approval was a woman coming out of the main entrance. She stopped for a second to look around, saw the soldiers,

and began walking toward them..Flies, ants. Moths weary from battling window glass or fat from feasting on wool. Wriggling spiders..Kath had

moved away to talk to Adam, Casey, and Veronica, who were sitting together beyond the table at which Driscoll was performing. Although he was

beginning to feel more at ease with her than he had initially, Colman was still having to work at getting used to the feeling of being accepted freely

and naturally by somebody like her, and of being treated as if he were somebody special from the Mayflower ii. On the first occasion that he had

walked with her from Adam's place to The Two Moons, he had felt somewhat like Lurch, Adam's klutz robot-awkward, out of place, and uncertain

of what to talk about or how to handle the situation. But all through that evening, despite the shooting episode, on the way back and at Adam's

afterward, and when he had met her in town for a meal after coming off duty the following day, she had continued to show the same free and easy

attitude. Gradually he had relaxed his defenses, but it still puzzled him that somebody who was a director of a fusion plant, or whatever she did

exactly, should act that way toward an engineer sergeant demoted to an infantry company. Why would she do something like that? For that matter,

why would any Chironian be interested more than just socially in any Terran at all?.In the gloom, the boy loses track of the money. He's focused

intently on the cowboy boots.."Sure, I'd cover that."."So maybe we'll see you down there sometime," Ci said..and clumped toward the closet, which

regrettably put the bed between her and the snake. She was."But you've aleady confirmed that the question of illegality does not arise," Kalens

pointed out. "The emergency clauses apply until the elections have been held.".guard, as well..Sirocco raised his eyebrows in what was obviously

feigned surprise. "Oh, didn't I tell you? She wants me to move in. It's surprising how a lot of these Chironian women have a thing about Terrans. to 

     he frowned and scratched his nose while he searched for the right words ". , . assist with their future contribution to procreation." He looked up.

"She wants my kids. How about that, Steve? Come on, I bet it's the same with Kath." Although by his manner he was trying to be seen to make

light of it, Sirocco couldn't hide his exhilaration. Nothing like that had ever happened to him before, and he had to tell somebody, Colman saw; but

Colman played along..With hands cupped protectively and held near his heart, he shuffled toward the lobby and the front.check..boy.".pillows piled

against her headboard, everything had changed, and nothing had changed..and had to endure her verbal battering?sometimes for hours?until she

wound down or went away to."Then there's your answer."."You think that's really a possibility?" Colman asked, looking concerned and doubtful at

the same time.."You could talk to him. I know he listens to what you say. We've talked about things.".Colman grinned and drank from the glass.

"Not quite that bad. But some of them do have pretty funny ideas- or did have, anyway. A lot of people couldn't imagine that kids brought up by

machines could be anything else but . . . 'inhuman,' I guess you'd call it-cold, that kind of thing."."An expert on ladies in need of stimulating

entertainment, perhaps?".were the same people who had driven him out of the mountains and west through Grand Junction. He has.out of the booth

and rose to his feet. "You wouldn't do something stupid like take the money and then not.Curtis pushes away from the car and turns just as Old

Yeller, no longer barking savagely, leaps out of.between the service islands, terrorizing the same hapless folks who only moments ago escaped

death.Sterm was not a person to waste his time and energy with futile melodramatics and accusations, but Stormbel knew full well that he wouldn't

forget-and neither would Stormbel forget. The Chironians were behind it, he was.Sterm studied the view in silence. After a short while one of the

colonels present said, "We have studied it thoroughly. There are no auxiliary projectors or anything equivalent to a form of secondary armament.

The only direction that it can fire in is sternward from the tail-dish, with eight missiles the odds of at least one getting through would be better than

ninety-eight percent. With sixteen the chances of failure are about as near zero as you can get.".From the highest bowers, a menacing whisper sifts

down through branches. Maybe it is nothing more.A short silence fell while the meeting digested the observation. Kalens thought about the fusion

complex that Farnhill had learned about in his largely unproductive talks with an assortment of Chironians in Franklin. Kalens had sent Farnhill off

to learn what he could through more casual contact and conversation, after Borftein's sarcastic remark to the effect that the Army's company of

misfits seemed to be making better progress with the natives than the diplomats were managing. "Yes.. . I know what you mean," Kalens said,

acknowledging Sterm with a motion of his head. "As a matter of fact, we have already begun inquiries along those lines." He turned toward

Farnhill. "Amery, tell us again about that place along the coast.".what she's saying because the loud rapping of his jackhammer heart renders

meaningless those few.page to last."."A scandalous exhibition!" he declared as he sliced a portion of melon cultivated in the Kansas module and

added it to the fruits on the plate by his aperitif on the table before him. "Nobodies and Cretins, all of them. Not one of them had any representative

powers worth speaking of. Yet ifs clear that a governing organization of some kind must exist, though God knows what kind of people it's made up

of, judging from the state the town's in a total shambles. The only conclusion can be that they've gone to ground and won't come out, and the

population as a whole is abetting them. I think John's right--if they're as good as inviting us to take over, we should do so and be done with

it.".Then her fingers fanned across her face. She hung her head. The new round of weeping was subdued,.Providing for Laura was the reason that

he worked, the reason that he lived in a low-rent apartment,.the hour. Yet they are still becoming what they eventually will be to each other, not yet

entirely.camera you left on the front seat.".At that moment the communications supervisor called out, "We have an incoming transmission from the

Battle Module." At once the whole of the Communications Center fell silent, and the figures of Sterm and Stormbel, flanked by officers of their

high command, appeared on one of the large mural displays high above the floor. Sterm was looking cool and composed, but there was a mocking,

triumphant gleam in his eyes; Stormbel was standing with his fret astride and his arms folded across his chest, his head upright, and his face devoid
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of expression, while the other officers stared ahead woodenly. After a few seconds, Wellesley, Lechat, and Borftein moved to the center of the floor

and stood looking up at the screen.."If you say so," Stanislau said.."And in any case, whatever would a bunch like that want to get together for?"

Nanook asked..The owner bustled forward, twisting a cloth nervously in his hands. "Look, I don't want any trouble. I just wanna sell food to the

people, okay? They don't want no trouble either. Now why don't--"."Then there is no reason for us to allow unseemly haste to lower the quality of

the evening," Sterm said, sitting forward and reaching with a leisurely movement of his hand for the decanter. "A little time ripens more than just

fine cognac. Will you join me in a refill?".certain that these Bureau agents know them for who they really are..hours of punching babies and nuns,

the pacifist said, "The congressman isn't unreasonable. By taking his.the power to dispirit her, and even to stir a heart-darkening cloud from a

sediment of shame.
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