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? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.So he opened to me and I went out and had not

gone far from the house when I met a woman, who said to me, "Methinks a long life was fore-ordained to thee; else hadst thou not come forth of

yonder house." "How so?" asked I, and she answered, "Ask thy friend [such an one," naming thee,] "and he will acquaint thee with strange things."

So, God on thee, O my friend, tell me what befell thee of wonders and rarities, for I have told thee what befell me.' 'O my brother,' answered I, 'I

am bound by a solemn oath.' And he said, 'O my friend, break thine oath and tell me.' Quoth I, 'Indeed, I fear the issue of this.' [But he importuned

me] till I told him all, whereat he marvelled. Then I went away from him and abode a long while, [without farther news]..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's

Story cxxxvii.14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought

of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the wise men's sight,.? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would prove My

death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.It is said that En Numan (169) had two

boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them

alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a

monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood

he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..Awaken, O

ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst it's here, ii. 234..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain,

may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.So she gave him the lute and he forewent

her, till he came to the house of easance, and behold, therein was a door and a stairway. When Tuhfeh saw this, her reason fled; but Iblis cheered

her with discourse. Then he descended the stair and she followed him to the bottom thereof, where she found a passage and they fared on therein,

till they came to a horse standing, Teady saddled and bridled and accoutred. Quoth Iblis, '[Mount], in the name of God, O my lady Tuhfeh;' and he

held the stirrup for her. So she mounted and the horse shook under her and putting forth wings, flew up with her, whilst the old man flew by her

side; whereat she was affrighted and clung to the pummel of the saddle; nor was it but an hour ere they came to a fair green meadow,

fresh-flowered as if the soil thereof were a goodly robe, embroidered with all manner colours..27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth

cclxxi.81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.49.

The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress xv.On the morrow, she said to the

old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message,

whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When

she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took

the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.So he repaired to the

scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes,"

answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and

bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with

thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of

our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we

will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question

thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of

fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell

In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the affair

for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the turban-cloth,

[saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she took it and

went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the turban-cloth], to the

intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop and sat down by him

and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest thou what is come of

it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in

two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I know not her

abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of the

turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir;

and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that

which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, mine eyelids still with tears

are ulcered and to you My bowels yearn to be made whole of all their pain and heat..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon
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and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of

inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what

is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of

God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine

abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never

absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art

friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will

abide therein; so take of me its price.".Queen Shuaaeh was moved to exceeding delight and emptying her cup, gave Tuhfeh an hundred thousand

dinars. Then arose Iblis (may God curse him!) and said, 'Verily, the dawn gleameth.' Whereupon the folk arose and disappeared, all of them, and

there abode not one of them save Tuhfeh, who went forth to the garden and entering the bath, made her ablutions and prayed that which had

escaped her of prayers. Then she sat down and when the sun rose, behold, there came up to her near an hundred thousand green birds; the branches

of the trees were filled with their multitudes and they warbled in various voices, whilst Tuhfeh marvelled at their fashion. Presently, up came

eunuchs, bearing a throne of gold, set with pearls and jewels and jacinths white and red and having four steps of gold, together with many carpets

of silk and brocade and Egyptian cloth of silk welted with gold. These latter they spread amiddleward the garden and setting up the throne thereon,

perfumed the place with virgin musk and aloes and ambergris..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Tuhfet el Culoub and Haroun er Reshid dccccxlii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and

service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the

troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable

dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the

divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the

town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and

burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent, iii. 83..Then she wept till her

voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang

the following verses:.The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet

rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..The master of police held his hand from

him, saying, "Belike he is of the kinsmen of the Commander of the Faithful," and said to the second, "Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of

him whose rank (75) time abaseth not, and if it descend (76) one day, it will assuredly return [to its former height]; thou seest the folk [crowd] in

troops to the light of his fire, some standing around it and some sitting." So the master of the police refrained from slaying him and said to the third,

"Who art thou?" Quoth he, "I am the son of him who plungeth through the ranks (77) with his might and correcteth (78) them with the sword, (79)

so that they stand straight; (80) his feet are not loosed from the stirrup, (81) whenas the horsemen on the day of battle are weary." So the master of

police held his hand from him also, saying, "Belike, he is the son of a champion of the Arabs.".There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who

dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was

named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and

tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and

foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been

praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith

from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the

land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew

them and rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery

that had been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring

them that God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon

his brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..End of vol. II..Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the

[mock] physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a

Jew and is not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes,

for that he heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear

neither know they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the

woman, 'What is the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment

and such as would aggravate the patient's malady..'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by himself upon

caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it

befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his
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way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the

traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I

will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and

I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN

ER RESHID..When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the

burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and

said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while

he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously

and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird

and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..Midst colours,

my colour excelleth in light, ii. 258..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and

asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly

office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of

that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice

with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the

kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs.."If it must be and

no help, admit Jerir." So Adi went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.So she sent for him in private and said to him, 'I purpose to do thee

a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the matter of her daughter,

saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.' He thanked her and

promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces privily.' So he went

forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they loaded on the backs of

camels..?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..Then she wept and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and

uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art

afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and going out from her, ran without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related

to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and

to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour, "This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it

was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And

he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at

him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and wept..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to take the lute and strike it at

Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the last of the night and heard

the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes and finding himself in the

palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! Verily, I

am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me again, as before. O my God,

put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising his head [bytimes], but [still]

found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears

course still and still my case bewray..I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..Thy letter reached me; when the

words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen and

bright..Relief of God, Of the Speedy, i. 174..Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii. 171..? ?

? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall vie with thee And who shall blame

me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.The old man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they

directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its

purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter

took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her

side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..When the

king heard this from his son, he rose to his feet and calling for his charger of state, took horse with four-and-twenty amirs of the chief officers of his

empire. Then he betook himself to the palace of the King of Baghdad, who, when he saw him coming, bade his chamberlains open the doors to him

and going down himself to meet him, received him with all worship and hospitality and entreated him with the utmost honour. Moreover, he

carried him [and his suite] into the palace and causing make ready for them carpets and cushions, sat down upon a chair of gold, with traverses of

juniper- wood, set with pearls and jewels. Then he bade bring sweetmeats and confections and odoriferous flowers and commanded to slaughter

four-and-twenty head of sheep and the like of oxen and make ready geese and fowls, stuffed and roasted, and pigeons and spread the tables; nor
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was it long before the meats were set on in dishes of gold and silver. So they ate till they had enough and when they had eaten their fill, the tables

were removed and the wine-service set on and the cups and flagons ranged in order, whilst the mamelukes and the fair slave- girls sat down, with

girdles of gold about their middles, inlaid with all manner pearls and diamonds and emeralds and rubies and other jewels. Moreover, the king bade

fetch the musicians; so there presented themselves before him a score of damsels, with lutes and psalteries and rebecks, and smote upon

instruments of music, on such wise that they moved the assembly to delight..Lover, The Favourite and her, iii. 165..Presently, the king arose from

the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the

youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine

account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him,

and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him

in one place and the woman in another..Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all

alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour

(123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and

care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most

easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his

father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought;

whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and

ornaments..Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust

after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is

endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he

with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy

memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with

me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God

the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon

himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..? ? ? ? ? The

ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened

wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..Then the Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in

him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have

a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she

loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will

assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look

on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her

not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad

the Sailor cclii.? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old time with Hind, (86) a fearful

swain;.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him prisoner, pinioned him

and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me

truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself; so he answered, 'I am

nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look into his affair, for that

haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..As for the king their father, he

abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The

kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still

invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of

Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the

story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than

that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay,

destroying the hosts, when I appear..So he went round about, as the druggist bade him, till the sun grew hot, but found none drinking. Then he

entered a by-street, that he might rest himself, and seeing there a handsome and lofty house, stood in its shade and fell to observing the goodliness

of its ordinance. As he was thus engaged, behold, a window opened and there appeared thereat a face, as it were the moon. Quoth she, (193) 'What

aileth thee to stand there? Dost thou want aught?' And he answered, 'I am a stranger,' and acquainted her with his case; whereupon quoth she, 'What

sayst thou to meat and drink and the enjoyment of a fair-face[d one] and getting thee what thou mayst spend?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is my

desire and that in quest whereof I am going about.'.Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he
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came before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and

grace and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of

Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she

looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a

glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her

from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set

apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of

kings' daughters..? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.84.

The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..As he was about to go away, the cook said to him, 'O

youth, doubtless thou art a stranger?' And he answered, 'Yes.' Quoth the cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,]

"Loyal admonition is [a part] of religion;" and the understanding say, "Admonition is of the characteristics of the true believers." And indeed that

which I have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me and I would fain give thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined Selim, 'and may God

strengthen thine affair!' Then said the cook, 'Know, O my son, that in this our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and eateth of flesh-meat

and drinketh not old wine thereon, this is harmful unto him and engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou have provided thee

somewhat thereof, (71) [it is well;] but, if not, look thou procure it, ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite thee with good!'

rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou direct me where it is sold?' And the cook said, 'With me is all that thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way for me to see it?'

asked the young man; and the cook sprang up and said, 'Pass on.' So he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but he said, 'I desire

better than this.' Whereupon he opened a door and entering, said to Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'.?Story of Ilan Shah and Abou Teman..? ? ? ? ? My

favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's

beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..? ? ? ? ? f. The King's Son who fell in Love with the Picture dcccxciv.?STORY OF THE WEAVER

WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..When Tuhfeh heard this, she fell to weeping and wailing and said, 'By

Allah, nought irketh me save separation from my lord Er Reshid; but, when I am dead, let the world be ruined after me.' And she doubted not in

herself but that she was lost without recourse. Then Meimoun set forth with his army and departed in quest of the hosts [of the Jinn], leaving none

in the palace save his daughter Jemreh and Tuhfeh and an Afrit who was dear unto him. They fared on till they met with the army of Es Shisban;

and when the two hosts came face to face, they fell upon each other and fought a passing sore battle. After awhile, Es Shisban's troops began to

give back, and when Meimoun saw them do thus, he despised them and made sure of victory over them..Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii.

105..Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..When the Khalif heard this, her speech pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then

he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it

down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion, such as would have moved inanimate things [to

delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, O thou that chid'st my heart concerning my

sister's love, Leave chiding and rather bemoan my case and help me to my will..Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into

converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which

God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with

them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and

we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the

most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not

present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I

have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Old Man's Story i.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and

the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? m. The Thirteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no

hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.'

So he took a pair of stout shackles and clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard

him. Then he questioned him of what tools he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from

him and presently returning, brought him all he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this

was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst the latter fed him not but half his fill..On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the realm

assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid her the

service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and paid him

homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and

subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning my

investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's

apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer
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lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present.

Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most

High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.? ? ? ? ?

A moon is my love, in a robe of loveliness proudly arrayed, And the splendours of new-broken day from his cheeks and his forehead shine clear..?

? ? ? ? p. The Page who feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.So the wicked man attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was

prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance, and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him

and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late] skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the

justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the

chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that

wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed

with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance

[and turning away] from that which he had believed..The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn

the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad.

Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till

there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..58. The Lovers

of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am

resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now

the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto

this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O

king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which

befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that."When I

[returned from my sixth voyage, I] forswore travel and renounced commerce, saying in myself, 'What hath befallen me sufficeth me.' So I abode at

home and passed my time in pleasance and delight, till, one day, as I sat at mine ease, plying the wine-cup [with my friends], there came a

knocking at the door. The doorkeeper opened and found without one of the Khalif's pages, who came in to me and said, 'The Commander of the

Faithful biddeth thee to him.' So I accompanied him to the presence of the Khalif and kissing the earth before him, saluted him. He bade me

welcome and entreated me with honour and said to me, 'O Sindbad, I have an occasion with thee, which I would have thee accomplish for me.' So I

kissed his hand and said, 'O my lord, what is the lord's occasion with the slave?' Quoth he, 'I would have thee go to the King of Serendib and carry

him our letter and our present, even as he sent us a present and a letter.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Until they left my heart on fire without allay..? ? ? ? ? An

thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..One day, as the [chief]

painter wrought at his work, there came in to him a poor man, who looked long upon him and observed his handicraft; whereupon quoth the painter

to him, "Knowest thou aught of painting?" "Yes," answered the stranger; so he gave him tools and paints and said to him, "Make us a rare piece of

work." So the stranger entered one of the chambers of the bath and drew [on the walls thereof] a double border, which he adorned on both sides,

after a fashion than which never saw eyes a fairer. Moreover, [amiddleward the chamber] he drew a picture to which there lacked but the breath,

and it was the portraiture of Mariyeh, the king's daughter of Baghdad. Then, when he had made an end of the portrait, he went his way [and told

none of what he had done], nor knew any the chambers and doors of the bath and the adornment and ordinance thereof..When King El Aziz heard

the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying,

and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our

assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel

thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he

enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to

God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to

their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144)
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