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Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".Idiot and the Sharper,

The, i. 298..God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! i. 225..? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As

time endures; for this is all my wish and care..Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of

the Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and

reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed

on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat

down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the

Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? So, O

Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and

the Parrot xiv.'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would

do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain

thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and

steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a

plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his

preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his

case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old

man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems

(105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is

thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..12. The Waterfowl and the Tortoise cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my

grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..? ? ? ? ? O my God! Who is

stronger than Thou in resource? The Subtle, Thou knowest my plight and my pain..'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he

came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave

him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and

thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and

I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul

(243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun,

thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to

him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased,

but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O

cavalier.'.Therewith the king was filled with wrath and said, "Bring him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and the king

said to him, "Out on thee! Thou hast sinned a great sin and the time of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that

there is for us no ease in thy life after this," "O king," answered he, "know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for

that he who is guiltless of offence goeth not in fear of punishment neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs

must his sin be expiated upon him, though his life be prolonged, and it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier."

"How was that?" asked Azadbekht, and the youth said,.One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman

approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to

me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up

into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her

face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up

into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,'

answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a

stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to

him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the

spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his

army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with

this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of

learning and deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah,

then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment
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and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came

out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in

God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who

had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had

befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest

thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He

[alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and

repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their

intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and

gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the

shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but

[trusting] in His aid.'.When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O

damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was

surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she

was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it

glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.When the vizier came to the

King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with

'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after

midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them

both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter

rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this

pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that

which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the

vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate

anything, it profited him not..Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the

Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it

with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the

Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now

the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he

knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched

his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from

the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.He returned them the most gracious

of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk,

'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the

daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of

herself, but she had sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes,

notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..53. King Kelyaad

(231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her

arbitrament..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dlxxxii.They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a

populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his

sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy

and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do

this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.When

Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them, 'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this

youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy

father and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I

was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the

nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first

and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he

uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..? ? ? ? ? Be patient under its calamities, For all things have an issue soon or late..? ? ? ? ? Yea, and black
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slaves he proffered me and slave-girls big with child And steeds of price, with splendid arms and trappings rich bedight..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles

that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station

rank high..THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El

Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him

and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and

bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city

and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself

with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They

gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of

their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of

them..Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.Then said he to her, 'By

Allah, thou art the desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou

goest in to him.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.68. Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.When the king

heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and

wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from

his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great

rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the

noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur,

who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high

festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers

and they gave themselves up for lost..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I ween..? ? ? ? ? The

ignorant man may speak with impunity A word that is death to the wise and the ripe of wit..? ? ? ? ? Love no light matter is, O folk, nor are the woe

and care And blame a little thing to brook that unto it pertain..The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said

to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth

into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that

she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself

and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee

of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose

price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him;

but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the

sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour

abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".When

the folk heard his words, they talked of letting him go; but the Persian said, 'O folk, let not his speech beguile you. This fellow is none other than a

thief who knoweth how to sing, and when he happeneth on the like of us, he is a singer.' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'this man is a stranger, and

needs must we release him.' Quoth he, 'By Allah, my heart revolteth from this fellow! Let me make an end of him with beating.' But they said,

'Thou mayst nowise do that' So they delivered the singer from the Persian, the master of the house, and seated him amongst them, whereupon he

fell to singing to them and they rejoiced in him..? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth

forth in heaven's blue demesne?".After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, iii. 41..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I

took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.Tither, The

Unjust King and the, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide; Ne'er will I change nor e'er shall distance us divide..The drums of

glad tidings beat and they entered in the utmost of worship and magnificence. Moreover, the tribes heard of them and the people of the towns and

brought them the richest of presents and the costliest of rarities and the prince's mother rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they slaughtered

beasts and made mighty bride-feasts to the people and kindled fires, that it might be visible afar to townsman [and Bedouin] that this was the house

of the guest-meal and the wedding, festival, to the intent that, if any passed them by, [without partaking of their hospitality], it should be of his own

fault (126) So the folk came to them from all parts and quarters and on this wise they abode days and months..Now over against the place in

question was a host of enemies, hard of heart, and in this he purposed the youth's slaughter. So he bade bring him forth of the underground dungeon

and caused him draw near to him and saw his case. Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and the folk rejoiced in this. Moreover, he tied him

an ensign (134) and giving him a numerous army, despatched him to the region aforesaid, whither all who went were still slain or made prisoners.

So Melik Shah betook himself thither with his army and when it was one of the days, behold, the enemy fell in upon them in the night; whereupon

some of his men fled and the rest the enemy took; and they took Melik Shah also and cast him into an underground dungeon, with a company of his
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men. There he abode a whole year in evil plight, whilst his fellows mourned over his beauty and grace..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif

Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.As for Queen Kemeriyeh, she flew off to the palace of her sister Wekhimeh and told her what Meimoun had done and

how [he avouched that], whenas he saw defeat [near at hand], he would slay Tuhfeh; 'and indeed,' added she, 'he is resolved upon this; else had he

not dared to commit this outrage. So do thou contrive the affair as thou deemest well, for thou hast no superior in judgment.' Then they sent for

Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and sat down to take counsel, one with another, of that which they should do in the matter. Then said

Wekhimeh, 'We were best fit out a ship in this island [wherein is my palace] and embark therein, in the guise of mortals, and fare on till we come to

a little island, that lieth over against Meimoun's palace. There will we [take up our abode and] sit drinking and smiting the lute and singing. Now

Tuhfeh will of a surety be sitting looking upon the sea, and needs must she see us and come down to us, whereupon we will take her by force and

she will be under our hands, so that none shall avail more to molest her on any wise. Or, if Meimoun be gone forth to do battle with the Jinn, we

will storm his stronghold and take Tuhfeh and raze his palace and put to death all who are therein. When he hears of this, his heart will be rent in

sunder and we will send to let our father know, whereupon he will return upon him with his troops and he will be destroyed and we shall be quit of

him.' And they answered her, saying, 'This is a good counsel.' Then they bade fit out a ship from behind the mountain, (244) and it was fitted out in

less than the twinkling of an eye. So they launched it on the sea and embarking therein, together with four thousand Afrits, set out, intending for

Meimoun's palace. Moreover, they bade other five thousand Afrits betake themselves to the island under the Crescent Mountain and lie in wait for

them there..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ?

? ? And pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.25. The City of Brass

cccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter

sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and

he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour

Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle.

Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience,

O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him.

Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt

and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's

knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the

lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of patience.'.Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..With this the king's wrath subsided and

he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".A certain wealthy merchant had a fair daughter, who was as the

full moon, and when she attained the age of fifteen, her father betook himself to an old man and spreading him a carpet in his sitting-chamber, gave

him to eat and caroused with him. Then said he to him, 'I desire to marry thee to my daughter.' The other excused himself, because of his poverty,

and said to him, 'I am not worthy of her nor am I a match for thee.' The merchant was instant with him, but he repeated his answer to him, saying, 'I

will not consent to this till thou acquaint me with the reason of thy desire for me. If I find it reasonable, I will fall in with thy wish; and if not, I will

not do this ever.'.When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there

he abode his day long..My heart will never credit that I am far from thee, ii. 275..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied xlvi.? ? ? ? ?

Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..167. Kemerezzeman and the

Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.So the friend turned to the sharper and said to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is

with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity,

saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my

heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my

knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result

of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand dinars..Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this

and the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of

the palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up

prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to

their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs

dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the

chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is

none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee

in the foredawns was bent..As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a

slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the

price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the
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slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the

girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a

dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how

cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is

wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".Four sharpers once plotted against a money-changer, a man of abounding wealth, and agreed upon a

device for the taking of somewhat of his money. So one of them took an ass and laying on it a bag, wherein was money, lighted down at the

money-changer's shop and sought of him change for the money. The money- changer brought out to him the change and bartered it with him,

whilst the sharper was easy with him in the matter of the exchange, so he might give him confidence in himself. [As they were thus engaged,] up

came the [other three] sharpers and surrounded the ass; and one of them said, '[It is] he,' and another said, 'Wait till I look at him.' Then he fell to

looking on the ass and stroking him from his mane to his crupper; whilst the third went up to him and handled him and felt him from head to tail,

saying, ' Yes, [it is] in him.' Quoth another, ['Nay,] it is not in him.' And they gave not over doing the like of this..? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how

God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth

alone [to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I feigned myself

drunken and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if I saw not

the thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a

man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked

her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him, because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he

would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound

himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should make default in the condition aforesaid]..The raft fared on with me,

running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode dazed and

stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode expecting the

mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the roof of the

cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and whenas my

breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..Now the king's son was playing in the

exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired

who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly,

they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him,

'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is

thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing

him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all

that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii

253..? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful,

and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou

not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought

himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating,

wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah,

I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he

slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I

know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the

eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch

said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to

answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him

that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would

be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up

Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out,

and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him,

he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad

in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the officers of my realm to

do the like and obey him in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay

him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the
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women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before

him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not

aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they should say to him and how they should do with him and

withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself and slept..Fourth Officer's Story, The, ii. 142..The First Night of the Month.The

Breslau Edition, which was printed from a Manuscript of the Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night alleged to have been furnished to the

Editor by a learned Arab of Tunis, whom he styles "Herr M. Annaggar" (Qu?re En Nejjar, the Carpenter), the lacunes found in which were

supplemented from various other MS. sources indicated by Silvestre de Sacy and other eminent Orientalists, is edited with a perfection of badness

to which only German scholars (at once the best and worst editors in the world) can attain. The original Editor, Dr. Maximilian Habicht, was during

the period (1825- 1839) of publication of the first eight Volumes, engaged in continual and somewhat acrimonious (223) controversy concerning

the details of his editorship with Prof. H. L. Fleischer, who, after his death, undertook the completion of his task and approved himself a worthy

successor of his whilom adversary, his laches and shortcomings in the matter of revision and collation of the text being at least equal in extent and

gravity to those of his predecessor, whilst he omitted the one valuable feature of the latter's work, namely, the glossary of Arabic words, not

occurring in the dictionaries, appended to the earlier volumes..When it was night, the king summoned the vizier and sought of him the hearing of

the [promised] story. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan, "Know, O august king, that.Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best

acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that

which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit

called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he,

'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she,

'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry. And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that

he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a

she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her

sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her

swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian

and the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king

Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the

enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate]

done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..?OF THE ADVANTAGES OF

PATIENCE..Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and

none might make his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards

and servants came out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he

issued forth of his pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and

when they had seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make

ready thine affair, so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas

looked at his father and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ?

? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false

accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Thereupon the folk all

cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in

his name (76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with

favours and bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this

much of his desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had

been the cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all

manner of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..Then the

queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and

pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady

Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and

obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then

she improvised and sang the following verses:.The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and

more, iii. 132..Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking] clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I

had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it

is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left; after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with
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musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a

shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the

favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is

without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth

each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me

on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee

a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his

power waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on

his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age,

the king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's

leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..Meanwhile, the news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his

father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he

praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou

minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise

haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'
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